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Three more sidewalk curbs to be modified
By DOUGLAS MELVOLD

Sidewalk curbs at three intersections will be 
modified this summer to meet federal handi-
capped-accessibility standards, the Maquoketa 
City Council has decided.

The council on June 15 designated the curbs 
at the:

n Northeast and southeast corners of South 
Vermont and Eddy streets.

n Southwest and northwest corners of East 
Platt and Eliza streets.

n Northwest corner of South Second and 
James streets.

The projects are part of an agreement the 
city reached with state authorities to bring 

all sidewalk curbs at city intersections into 
compliance with the federal Americans with 
Disabilities Act.

The locations were recommended by the 
city’s Sidewalk Committee.

The committee also recommended the 
northwest corner of the intersection of North 
Vermont and Quarry streets.

The council decided to delay that inter-
section. City Manager Brian Wagner said 
that sidewalk curb could be done as part of 
a planned future improvement project on 
Quarry Street. The council earlier designated 
Quarry Street between North Vermont and 
North Eliza streets for a future improvement 

project paid for with federal street improve-
ment funds.

That project will be done in a few years, 
after the city has saved enough money in its 
annual allotment of federal funds.

Under the sidewalk curb agreement, the 
council agreed to spend $10,000 per year to 
make sidewalk curbs handicapped-accessible 
until all curbs meet the standard.

This year is the second year of the project. 
If funds remain in this year’s allocation after 
the three designated intersections are complet-
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As a part of its grant-making efforts, the Maquoketa 
Area Community Foundation has assisted two local 
Eagle Scouts with recent projects that benefited the 
Jackson County Conservation office. 

Tyler Polk’s project added a roof and bench to make 
the viewing deck more attractive to nature lovers who 
will now have a place to sit and take shelter from the 
sun.  

The existing wooden duck nesting boxes in 
the Hurstville Interpretive Center’s wetland were 
destroyed with the 2008 floods.  These boxes had pro-
vided wood ducks with a safe place to nest and hatch 
their spring ducklings.  Andrew Johnson oversaw the 
recreation of these boxes, once again providing a safe 
nesting place for these wood ducks, which can be 
viewed from the improved viewing deck.  

The MACF provides grants to non-profit organi-
zations that serve the greater Jackson County area.  
Grant cycles are conducted quarterly. 

Grants aid Eagle Scouts with projects

Contributed Photos

Nature watching is made more comfortable at the Hurstville Interpretive Center's view-
ing deck because Eagle Scout Tyler Polk completed a project that added a roof and 
bench to the structure.

Boxes destroyed by flooding were restored 
by Eagle Scout Andrew Johnson. The boxes, 
found in the Hurstville wetland area, give 
shelter to wood ducks.

Tyler Polk, left, and Andrew Johnson, right, com-
pleted projects to benefit the Hurstville Interpretive 
Center and Jackson County Conservation.  Their 
Eagle Scout projects were made possible with 
funding from the Maquoketa Area Community 
Foundation, represented in the center by 
Executive Director Angie McColley.


