
A Civil War encampment, cowboys, amateur 
historian and author Michael Weeks, special ex-
hibits of Civil War artifacts, and the Gettysburg 
Address will be featured at Pioneer Day, which 
is sponsored by the Jackson County Historical 
Society.

The annual event will be held Sunday, Sept. 
20, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Jackson County 
Fairgrounds in Maquoketa.

The event is open to the public.
“The Civil War era was a time that national 

history had a huge impact on our families, with a 
large number of Jackson County men volunteer-
ing for the war effort,” said Mary Vorland, presi-
dent of the Jackson County Historical Society 
Governing Board.  “Volunteers included young 
through middle-aged men, common laborers, 
businessmen and well-known leaders.”

The historical society chose to feature the Civ-
il War as part of a celebration of Abraham Lin-
coln’s 200th birthday this year.

Pioneer Day features programs and events 
for all age groups, from children’s activities and 
pony rides, to a Pioneer Church Service, trivia 
contest, scavenger hunt and a variety of exhibi-
tors.

Guest speaker 
Michael Weeks of 
Chicago will give a 
presentation about 
his book “The 
Complete Civil 
War Road Trip 
Guide,” which will 
be available for 
sale by the Jackson 
County Historical 
Society.  Weeks is 
an amateur histori-
an who has driven 
thousands of miles 
across the country 
in search of U.S. 
history and histori-
cal landmarks.

A portion of the 

sales from Weeks’ book will be given to the his-
torical society.

Jackson County history will also play a promi-
nent part in Pioneer Day, with the following 
speakers talking about the Civil War era and 
Jackson County veterans:  Curt Zeimet repre-
senting Bellevue’s Young Museum, Bellevue 
during the Civil War era; Marion Miller, Civil 
War veteran Winfield Kellogg of Miles; Bellevue 
Herald-Leader editor Lowell Carlson, Civil War 
veteran William Royal Oake of Sabula.  David 
Brady will speak about his Maquoketa ances-
tors who took part in the Civil War, plus veteran 

Weed Nims.
Those presentations begin at 11:30 a.m. in the 

east portion of Pearson Memorial Center and 
continue with a new presenter every half hour 
until 1 p.m., when Weeks speaks.

In addition, American Legion posts from Jack-
son County will honor Civil War veterans who 
are buried in the county’s cemeteries.

Hymns that were sung during the Civil War 
Era will be featured at the Pioneer Church Ser-
vice.  Retired pastor Sunnie Hermetet will offici-
ate at the 10:30 a.m. service.  An outside service 
is planned in the 4-H pavilion.  In case of rain, 
the service will be moved inside to Boyer Hall.  

Following the service, a prairie dinner of stew, 
homemade buttermilk biscuits and Apple Brown 
Betty will be served at Boyer Hall.  Tickets for 
the dinner, which will be served from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m., are $7.

A number of traditional exhibits will be fea-
tured, along with an all-day food stand, Country 
Store and White Elephant Sale.  There will be all-
day children’s crafts, pony rides (for a fee) and a 
scavenger hunt.

The popular Cowboy Mounted Shooting As-
sociation will perform in the outdoor horse arena 
beginning at 10 and continuing throughout the 
day.

Civil War re-enactors will perform drills east 
of Boyer Hall at 11 a.m. and 2:45 p.m. 

There’s a trivia contest inside Pearson Memo-
rial Center at 11:30 a.m.

Pre-recorded programs will be playing all day 
in the museum.  They include programs on Presi-
dents Lincoln and Grant and a program on the 
Lincoln Funeral Train.

Jackson County might have been a relatively 
sleepy county to the north and west of most of 
the Civil War battles in the early 1860s, but area 
men enlisted in the war effort.

According to the “1910 History of Jackson 
County, Volume I,” there were 3,021 votes cast 
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More candidates join race
By DOUGLAS MELVOLD

Maquoketa’s mayoral race in this fall’s up-
coming city elections grew even more crowded 
this week with the addition of a fourth candidate.

Maquoketa businessman Paul Hahle, a former 
City Council member, filed nomination papers 
for mayor on Wednesday, Sept. 9, a city spokes-
man said.

And Bruce Droessler submitted petitions for 
the Third Ward City Council seat.

Hahle, of 114 S. Prospect St. served one term 
on the council, representing the Fifth Ward.

He defeated former Mayor Jack Rosenberg in 
the November 2003 election and took office in 
January 2004. He did not seek re-election when 
his term expired in December of 2007.

Hahle joins a mayoral field that so far includes 
four-term incumbent Tom Messerli, At-Large 
Councilman Jason Hute, who is giving up that 
seat for the mayoral run, and Jim Seward, a Ma-
quoketa counselor.

Droessler, of 805 Timber Drive, filed petitions 
Tuesday, Sept. 8, for the Third Ward seat that 
has been vacant since the Aug. 18 resignation of 
Marsha Myers.

With Droessler’s filing, each of the four coun-

cil seats at stake this fall has one unopposed can-
didate.

All four seats will be filled by newcomers, 
with the Third Ward seat vacant, Hute leaving his 
at-large council post to run for mayor and incum-
bents Tim Clark and Galen Saunders not seeking 
re-election to their Second and Fourth Ward seats 
respectively.

Todd Mang earlier filed for the Second Ward 
seat, Melodie Schueller turned in petitions for 
the Fourth Ward position and Don Schwenker 
filed papers for the at-large seat.

Council members in midterm, whose seats 
are not on this year’s ballot, are Neil Morehead, 
at large; Edgar Turney, First Ward, and Margo 
Shouse, Fifth Ward.

Council terms run for four years; mayoral 
terms are two years.

Residents have until 5 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 
17, to submit petitions for the mayoral or a coun-
cil post.

Nomination petitions are available at City 
Hall and at county auditor’s offices. They must 
be returned to the respective city offices.

Municipal Election Day statewide is Nov. 3. ■ PiOnEEr, 
Please turn to page 3
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Civil War Era and Lincoln Bicentennial 
to be featured at Pioneer Day Sept. 20

Abraham Lincoln’s 200th birthday and the Civil War are the featured themes for the 2009 
Pioneer Day at the Jackson County Fairgrounds Sunday, Sept. 20.  The event includes Civil 
War re-enactors, programs and presentations, Prairie Dinner, exhibits, Cowboy Mounted 
Shooting Association and numerous other events from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. that day.

MichAEL WEEKS, 
author


