
Trail construction seen in near future
By DOUGLAS MELVOLD

Construction of Maquoketa’s proposed South 
Main Street pedestrian trail may begin as early as 
next year, the City Council was told this week.

The council on Monday night, Nov. 16, approved 
an $87,496 contract with IIW Engineers & Survey-
ors of Dubuque to provide engineering services for 
the trail, which would run along the east side of 
South Main Street between the entrance to Horse-
shoe Pond Park and the northeast corner of Carlisle 
and South Main streets near the Wal-Mart store.

Councilman Ed Turney voted against the con-
tract. He didn’t comment on his vote, but has said 
in the past that the city should restrict use of its 
road-use tax funds to improving and maintaining 
city streets.

The 2,300-foot pedestrian-bicycle concrete trail 
would be eight feet wide with two-foot shoulders. 
A pedestrian bridge will be built to cross Prairie 
Creek.

The project is estimated to cost $425,000, City 
Manager Brian Wagner said. Most of the trail will 
be paid from a $250,000 federal Surface Transpor-
tation Program grant. The remainder will be paid 
from the city’s road-use tax revenue received from 
the state.

The trail would connect with the end of the pres-
ent South Main Street trail at Horseshoe Pond Park, 
which links with the city’s other trails.

The council has been interested in developing 
the trail because of safety concerns for pedestrians 
walking to and from the Wal-Mart store along the 
busy South Main Street, including the narrow Prai-
rie Creek bridge.

Whether the trail is built next year or in 2011 will 
depend on when the federal grant funds are released 
to the city, Wagner said. And that will depend on 
the status of a trail project the City of Clinton is 
considering that would be funded under the same 
federal program.

If Clinton goes ahead with its project, Maquoke-
ta’s trail project would be put off a year, until 2011, 
Wagner said. He told the council, however, that the 
most recent information he received is that the Clin-
ton City Council had reversed an earlier decision 
and decided not to do the project.

“If it turns out they’re not going to do it, then 
their vote frees up funding and we can proceed next 
year,” Wagner said.

Julie Neebel, an engineer with the IIW firm, re-
viewed the engineering work that is covered by the 
contract.

She noted that because federal funds are in-
volved, the project will need some environmental 
clearances that would not be required if it were 
completely locally funded.

She noted that a wetlands delineation is needed 
as part of a requirement to obtain a permit from 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to cross Prairie 
Creek.

An archaeological study also will be needed to 
determine if the ground under the trail right-of-way 
contains historical artifacts from Native Americans.

Neebel noted that the engineering fee covers the 
initial phase of an archaeological study. If artifacts 
are discovered, additional phases of the study may 
be needed at additional cost, she said.

An additional topographic survey in the area of 
Prairie Creek will be needed, along with permits 
from the Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
and Iowa Department of Transportation to build the 
pedestrian bridge.

Also needed is an environmental assessment of 
the Farm Service property to determine if there are 
any leaking tanks.

She also noted that purchase of some additional 
right-of-way may be needed along the Farm Ser-
vices property. She estimated the amount of land 
needed at one-third of an acre.

A survey will be done to determine the exact 
amount needed.

Neebel reiterated that the amount of documen-
tation required on the federally-funded project “is 
much more extensive than what you’re accustomed 
to seeing on projects that are locally funded. So 
that’s the reason for these amounts.”

In addition to the engineering contract, the coun-
cil also passed, on a 6-1 vote, a resolution officially 
endorsing construction of the trail and agreeing to 
maintain it for at least 20 years following its com-
pletion.

Turney also cast the lone dissenting vote on that 
measure.

On another matter, Neebel gave the council an 
updated report on the project to install traffic sig-
nals at the intersection of West Platt Street with 
Westgate Drive and McKinsey Drive.

She said the equipment will be ready to be in-
stalled next week just before Thanksgiving. At her 
suggestion, she said the contractor will wait until 
after the holiday to put the signals into operation.

Portzen Construction Inc. of Dubuque is furnish-
ing and installing the signals under a $148,675 con-
tract with the city. The city is paying 55 percent of 
the cost and the Iowa Department of Transportation 
is paying the remaining 45 percent under a grant.

The stoplights will be coordinated with the lights 
at the U.S. 61-West Platt Street interchange and the 
West Platt-Western Avenue intersection.

In other business, the council returned to full 
membership for the first time in three months as 
Mayor Tom Messerli welcomed Eric Pape as a new 
member.

Pape, who was elected to the Third Ward vacan-
cy at the Nov. 3 city election, was sworn in before 
the council meeting.
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The replacement of a 
bridge on U.S. 52 over the 
Dakota, Minnesota and East-
ern Railroad and Mill Creek 
in Jackson County is causing 
lane restrictions, according 
to the Iowa Department of 
Transportation’s (DOT) Dav-
enport construction office.

Only one lane of traf-
fic will be open. Temporary 
traffic signals assist traffic 
through the work area. 

The lane restriction is ex-
pected to be in place into 
early December.

The six-span, 657-foot 
long steel bridge replaces 
the deteriorating bridge still 
in use as construction pro-
gresses.

The $8.2 million Great 
River Road Bridge project, at 
last estimate, was expected to 
be completed in December.

The Iowa DOT reminds 
motorists to drive with cau-
tion, obey posted speed limit 
and other signs in the work 
area, and be aware that traffic 
fines for moving violations 
are at least double in work 
zones. As in all work zones, 
drivers should stay alert, al-
low ample space between ve-
hicles and wear seat belts.

U.S. 52 restricted to one lane south of Bellevue
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residents and visitors alike can expect to wait, and wait, as work intensifies in the rush to get the new Bel-
levue overpass bridge up and running. Right now you’ll encounter traffic lights on the Highway 52 bridge on 
Bellevue’s south side. Construction crews are pouring concrete for the approaches to the bridge and a single 
lane, traffic light regulated route off the south end of the old bridge will mean alternating north-south traffic on 
the single lane. There is a 25 mile per hour limit in the area. Watch for plenty of heavy equipment, lots of bar-
ricades and signage in the area. Plans are still on track to have the new bridge open to through traffic in early 
December. Demolition of the old bridge will commence then say project planners.


