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Main to remain open during debris removal
By DOUGLAS MELVOLD

Although it’s believed that the pile of debris 
from Maquoketa’s Main Street fi re nearly two 
years ago contains only a small amount of as-
bestos, the entire site must be handled under the 
stricter asbestos removal standards, the engineer 
overseeing the project said this week.

Ryan Peterson, an engineer with Howard R. 
Green Co. of Cedar Rapids who is coordinating 
the cleanup project, discussed the process Tues-
day night, Dec. 8, at a public outreach meeting 
at City Hall.

The meeting was required as part of the pro-
cess for the city to receive a $200,000 grant from 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to 
help fi nance the cleanup from the January 2008 
fi re that destroyed four commercial buildings 
and damaged two others.

Only several City Council members and coun-
cil members-elect attended the meeting.

Tests of a sampling of the debris confi rmed 
that asbestos is in the debris pile, but only 1 per-
cent to 5 percent of the debris is thought to con-
tain the cancer-causing material.

“There wasn’t a huge amount by any means, 
but it was there,” Peterson said.

Regardless of the amount of asbestos found, 
he added, the entire site of the four buildings that 
burned must be treated as though it were fi lled 
with asbestos.

“That’s the unfortunate truth we’re dealing 
with here because it did add signifi cant cost to 
the cleanup,” Peterson said.

“There’s no doubt about that. But when it 
comes to asbestos you have to play it extremely 
safe. You have to go with treating it all as (con-
taining asbestos) even if you know there’s only 
one section of the building that has one pipe with 

asbestos around it.”
“Any time you have a structure that has as-

bestos in it in any form and it catches on fi re or 
collapses or is demolished, you basically have 
asbestos in the entire pile,” Peterson said.

“Since it was determined that asbestos is in 
fact in the pile, there is no way you can just get 
rid of this as regular old construction demolition 
material. Once the ‘A-word’ is mentioned, it re-
ally adds signifi cant cost to the project.”

The removal must be done by a properly li-
censed contractor and the material taken to an 
approved disposal site.

“It can’t go out to Joe’s back 40 into a big ra-
vine,” Peterson said.

While city offi cials had hoped to award a con-
tract by the end of the year, and while the present 
City Council members are in offi ce, it doesn’t 
appear that will happen.

Peterson said he is completing the bid speci-
fi cations.

One issue that needs to be settled is an agree-
ment involving the State Historical Preservation 
Offi ce regarding the salvage of some historic ar-
tifacts from the fi re.

City Manager Brian Wagner said the building 
that housed Sue’s Hallmark was on the National 
Register of Historic Places. He noted that the 
designation triggers the need to bring the State 
Historic Preservation Offi ce into the process as 
to whether any items are salvageable.

Wagner said the Jackson County Historical 
Society has expressed an interest in some of 
the ornate metal columns that were in the Sue’s 
Hallmark building.

He said the city is waiting for the EPA to draw 
up an agreement between that agency, the His-
toric Preservation Offi ce and the city regarding 

the salvage.
As a result, Wagner said he doesn’t expect a 

contract to be awarded until January.
The amount of time the cleanup will take de-

pends on where the material is hauled, and the 
size and number of trucks the contractor has 
working on the project.

A large contractor with many trucks could 
have the job fi nished in about two weeks, he es-
timated.

Peterson said he doesn’t specify where the 
material is to be hauled; that’s left up to the 
contractor, provided that it goes to an approved 
landfi ll.

The debris must be kept wet as it’s being load-
ed to prevent asbestos fi bers from getting into 
the air, Peterson explained. The trucks must be 
lined and will be covered.

Loading of the material will be done in the al-
ley on the east side of the debris pile rather than 
on Main Street, he said. Main Street will remain 
open during the process.

Peterson said he doesn’t expect normal winter 
weather to hold up the process.

A six-foot high fence surrounding the perim-
eter of the site will provide security.

The air in the vicinity of the site will be moni-
tored by at least four air pumps that will take 
samples, which will be examined for any evi-
dence of asbestos fi bers.

In response to a question, Peterson said if the 
air monitors had been in place on the night of the 
fi re, with dozens of fi refi ghters and onlookers 
at the scene, the monitors would have detected 
“very, very little, if anything at all.”

■ DEBRIS, 
Please turn to page 3

PUBLIC NOTICES

SUPPLEMENTS

IN THIS ISSUE

■ Jackson County
■ City of Maquoketa 
■ City of Andrew 
■ City of Baldwin
■ City of Monmouth
■ City of Delmar 
■ Delwood School District
■ Maquoketa School District

OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER

Volume 156, No. 60 ■ 20 pages Plus Supplements ■ Saturday, December 12, 2009 ■ $1.00 per copy

By MIKE EARLES
In what it is still technically au-

tumn, this week’s winter storm 
dropped a reported total of 11.0 
inches of snow on Maquoketa.

The highest total reported in the 
area was 11.5 inches in Cascade.

Conditions throughout most of 
Iowa met the National Weather Ser-
vice defi nition of a blizzard, which 
basically states that wind and snow 
are combining to reduce visibility to 
one-quarter mile or less.

The lightest snowfall amounts 
were in the far southeast of the state, 
where the snow changed to rain for 
several hours on Tuesday afternoon.

Offi cial from the Jackson County 
Engineers Offi ce said local roads 
were improved signifi cantly with 
additional layer of sand and salt on 
Thursday after conditions had made 
progress slow on Wednesday.

East of Maquoketa, Highway 64 
was blocked for about three hours 
on Wednesday afternoon because 
of a semi blocking traffi c near the 
junction at 317th Ave.

Highway 61 was not closed down 
at any time, though a number of ve-
hicles did go off the road and north-
bound traffi c was briefl y restricted 
to one lane after a semi jackknifed 

Storm leaves mountains of snow

Maquoketa public works crews spent much of Thursday, Dec. 10, loading and hauling away snow in 
the downtown area. The machine in foreground uses an auger and conveyor belt to load the snow, which 
has been plowed to the center of the street, into dump trucks. The early-season snowstorm closed most 
area schools for two days and was followed by near-zero temperatures.

MSP photo by Douglas Melvold
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