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Attention given 
to rewiring needs
By DOUGLAS MELVOLD

A recommendation to do some major work on the 
Jackson County Courthouse’s electrical system will 
be reduced to the work that needs immediate atten-
tion, the Board of Supervisors said this week.

The supervisors outlined the plan Tuesday morn-
ing, Feb. 2, with Courthouse maintenance supervisor 
Marty Hudrlik after discussing the situation during a 
budget work session on Monday.

Supervisors said they plan to proceed with a project 
to install a new electrical service line, which extends 
from a transformer near the Maquoketa Law Center 
into the Courthouse.

Duane Stickley, a Maquoketa electrical contractor, 
told the supervisors last week that the underground 
electric line that provides all the Courthouse’s elec-
tricity has deteriorated and the insulation protecting 
the wires is cracking or has fallen off.

If further deterioration occurs and two or more bare 
wires touch each other, it could “blow” the Court-
house’s entire electrical system and items plugged 
into it, including computers and light bulbs.

He said it could also possibly start a fi re.
Supervisors Chairman Steve Flynn said he asked 

Stickley to get a cost estimate for replacing the line.
The project also would involve purchase of new 

electric panels.
“At least this would stop a catastrophe from hap-

pening,” Flynn said. “We decided it’s not something 
we could put off. Otherwise, I’d like to downsize the 
scope of this dramatically.”

Hudrlik confi rmed that “there are bare wires show-
ing.”

The electrical feed is the original wiring that was 
installed when the Courthouse was built 51 years ago, 
supervisors said.

They said they expect the estimate to run less than 
$30,000. Financing for the project would come from 
$50,000 in the budget available for Courthouse im-
provements.

Supervisors said they will postpone other work 
recommended during a discussion with Stickley last 
week.

The electrician also recommended that the super-
visors arrange for a smoke alarm that monitors the 
Courthouse’s main computer equipment to be con-
nected to a security service that would monitor it 24 
hours a day.

He also noted that fl oor-mounted electrical outlets 
are overloaded with electrical and computer wiring, 
some of which also is deteriorating and poses a safety 
hazard.

He recommended a suspended ceiling be installed 
in the Courthouse’s main corridor, above which wir-
ing and cables would be installed rather than installing 
unsightly exposed conduit throughout the Courthouse 
offi ces.

Flynn also noted that supervisors have talked with 
an aide for U.S. Rep. Bruce Braley, D-Iowa, about the 
possibility of obtaining funding for emergency gen-
erators for the Courthouse.

Supervisors said Stickley and Hudrlik noticed the 
deteriorating electrical wires in the main feed about 
six months ago. The supervisors weren’t informed of 
the problem until Stickley told him about it about a 
month ago.

Supervisors have asked Stickley to prepare an es-
timate for the work. The board plans to purchase the 
electrical panels separately from a contract to install 
the wiring to avoid having to take bids on the project.

Supervisors said they can get the job done more 
quickly and at less cost by having Stickley design the 
new system and purchasing the items rather than go-
ing through a bidding process.

That process would involve hiring an electrical en-
gineer to design the system, writing specifi cations for 
the work, seeking bids and awarding a contract.

By KELLY GERLACH
When it comes to supporting the Maquo-

keta Community School District, residents 
took the wheel and drove for it, earning 
$6,500 in the process.

Burnett-Thiel Ford and the Ford Motor 
Company partnered to host a Drive One 4 
UR School event at Maquoketa Commu-
nity High School on Nov. 14.  The event 
was a fundraiser for the Maquoketa Ath-
letic Boosters.

The public was invited to take a pressure-
free test drive and complete a short survey 
about the new Ford that was driven.  Ford 
donated $20 for every test drive and ride.

Some 300 Burnett-Thiel employees, civ-
ic volunteers and the Maquoketa Athletic 
Boosters raised a total of $6,000 (the maxi-
mum total allowed) during the event.  

Additional funds were made available to 
students who created a video documenting 
their Drive One 4 UR School event.  The 
top two videos received double the amount 
raised during the event and three runners-
up each received $500.

MCHS was one of only 20 in the nation 
selected to enter Ford Motor Company’s 
video competition.  Ford sent the school a 
free Flip video camera, which the school 
keeps, to fi lm the two to fi ve minute video 
to be judged.

Senior Anika Ehlers submitted the 
school’s video and was selected as a run-
ner-up, earning MCHS another $500.

Burnett-Thiel Ford representatives pre-
sented the $6,500 check to the Maquoketa 
Athletic Boosters during halftime of the var-
sity boys basketball game Tuesday, Feb. 2.

Ford driving event and video 
earn $6,500 for boosters club
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By DOUGLAS MELVOLD
The Maquoketa City Council this week 

put off acting on a proposed increase in the 
amount it pays for the operation of the city’s 
water and sewer utilities until the city’s over-
all budget picture comes into focus.

The council on Monday night, Feb. 1, 
postponed acting on the contract with Alli-
ance Water Resources. The Columbia, Mo.,-
based company has operated the city’s water, 
sewer and sewage treatment utilities under 
contract with the city since June of 2001.

The council’s Utilities Committee last 
week recommended approval of a 3.05 per-
cent increase for the year starting July 1 in 
the amount it pays Alliance for its services.

The council postponed action at the re-
quest of Councilman Todd Mang, who said 
he wanted to learn more about the budgets 
for other city departments and employee pay 
increases before acting on the Alliance con-
tract.

The council agreed to table the matter. 
City Manager Brian Wagner said he would 
try to move up a scheduled Feb. 22 meeting 

of the council’s Finance Committee to study 
the overall budget.

Although he voted as a member of the 
council’s Utilities Committee to recommend 
approval of the contract as proposed by Alli-
ance, Mang said he had had second thoughts 
since that meeting.

He said he wanted to delay action to get 
more information about the city’s budget out-
look for 2010-11 “and where we’re at with 
all the other services that are being provided 
by Maquoketa employees and what we’re 
doing with them (regarding pay) before we 
go ahead and give a raise” to Alliance, Mang 
told the council.

“I’m not saying they’re not doing a great 
job; I just want to have more facts in front of 
me before I make a decision,” he said.

Councilman Amy Moore said she also 
wanted to postpone a decision on the Alli-
ance contract until after seeing fi gures for the 
city’s overall budget.

Burnett-Thiel Ford presented a $6,500 check to the Maquoketa Athletic Boost-
ers Tuesday evening.  The money was raised during the Maquoketa car dealer-
ship’s Drive One 4 UR School partnership event with the Ford Motor Company.  
Shown at the check presentation are, from left, MCHS Athletic Director Tracy 
Wilkins, Ron Burnett, Anika Ehlers, Boosters President Teresa Nickeson, Carol 
Gisel and Bob Thiel.
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