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Supervisors complete county farm lease

Hospice receives funding for house

By DOUGLAS MELVOLD
The Jackson County Board of 

Supervisors this week approved a 
lease of the county farm for the next 
four years.

The supervisors on Tuesday, Feb. 
16, unanimously approved the lease 
with Wesley Hosch of rural Bellev-
ue. The lease takes effect March 1.

Under terms of the lease, Ho-
sch will pay the county $75,160 
each year over the next four years 
to work the farm, which is located 
near the former Andrew Jackson 
Care Facility north of Andrew.

The rental includes 236 acres of 
tillable cropland and 92.7 acres of 
pasture.

Hosch submitted the highest of-
fer among 10 bids when the super-
visors opened bids on the lease in 
early December.

The supervisors acted after work-
ing out details of the contract with 
Hosch. Supervisor Larry “Buck” 
Koos said the board was concerned 
that Hosch may want to spread liq-
uid manure.

They were concerned about pos-
sible odor problems the manure 
could create for employees and visi-
tors at the Iowa Department of Hu-
man Services offices, which are in 
the nearby former care facility.

Koos noted that the lease prohib-
its the use of liquid manure and said 
regardless Hosch wasn’t planning 
to use it.

Supervisors noted at the bid 
opening that Hosch’s bid was sub-
stantially higher than the current 

contract of $43,000 a year, which 
has been held by Rob and Ron 
Theisen of Theisen Farms, also of 
Bellevue.

All but one bid was higher than 
the current contract. 

Supervisor Jack Willey noted 
during a budget work session later 
during the meeting that the supervi-
sors were criticized when they con-
verted what had been the Jackson 
County Demonstration Farm into a 
rental farm several years ago.

Willey noted that while the dem-
onstration farm was leased for $1 a 
year, the county now has $214,914 
in income on hand since the conver-
sion.

“I do think we made the right de-
cision,” Willey said.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a four percent wage increase 
for Karissa Brown, recently hired 
administrative secretary who com-
pleted a 60-day probation period.

The raise boosts Brown’s wage 
from $10.58 to $11 per hour.

The increase was approved af-
ter supervisors met with the heads 
of the three departments for whom 
Brown works, solid waste, sanita-
tion and general relief.

In other business, the supervisors 
approved having Ben Kober, zoning 
administrator, attend a workshop on 
preparing grant applications in Des 
Moines.

Kober was enrolled in the work-
shop chiefly at the urging of Koos, 
who said it would be beneficial for 
the county to have someone skilled 

at finding grants and preparing the 
applications.

In other business, county Engi-
neer Clark Schloz said traffic acci-
dent data from the sheriff’s office 
show that no accidents have oc-
curred on Iron Bridge Road at the 
bridge over the Maquoketa River 
from 2000 to 2008.

The information conflicts with 
statements made by Richard Gan-
zer, who resides near the bridge.

Ganzer complained at the super-
visors’ public information meeting 
on the county’s five-year road im-
provement plan earlier this month 
that a settling of the road near the 

west end of the bridge has created 
a sharp dip or bump and may have 
been the cause of several accidents 
at the location in recent years.

On another matter, the board 
agreed to discontinue using a pole-
mounted night security light outside 
the west entrance to the Courthouse.

A light built into the new soffit 
over the entrance illuminates the 
area, alleviating the need for both 
lights, Marty Hudrlik, county main-
tenance director, told the supervi-
sors.

The pole-mounted light has cost 
the county $18 a month, Hudrlik 
said.

By KELLY GERLACH
The Catholic Daughters of the Americas from 

Sacred Heart Church, Maquoketa, surpassed 
their goal to donate a sizeable amount of money 
to help Hospice of Jackson County.

The local group raised $2,720 during its fourth 
annual wine tasting event, held Feb. 7 at the 
Decker Hotel & Restaurant, Maquoketa.

“We heard tons of compliments about the new 
location, especially the décor inside,” said Lisa 
Clark, committee member for the wine tasting 
event. 

More than 165 people attended the event, sam-
pling a variety of wines from Brush Creek Win-
ery of Andrew, Park Farm Winery & Vineyard 
of Bankston and Daly Creek Winery & Bistro of 
Anamosa.  

Armilla Ilg of Maquoketa won the floral ar-
rangement donated by Brenda’s Flowers & Gifts.  
“Oats” Trenkamp of Preston took home the ar-
rangement from RonAnn’s Floral Shoppe.

The family of Kay Manuel made a large mon-
etary contribution to the event.  Manuel passed 
away Jan. 14.

To date, the Catholic Daughters about $8,000 
for the hospice house project.  Event organizers 
said they are happy to do this for hospice.  They 
encourage people who haven’t yet attended the 
wine-tasting event to purchase tickets next year 
and see what new, inventive food creations mem-
bers come up with for the event.

Hospice of Jackson County hopes to build a 
seven-bed hospice facility in BiCentennial Park 
in Maquoketa.  A few years ago, the building 

project was estimated at more than $1.4 million.
Lisa Melloy, director, said Hospice is still 

working on the project but it is going slower than 
hoped.

“There’s no news at this time,” she said.  
“We’re gearing toward setting up a feasibility 
study for the project.”

Hospice of Jackson County has assisted hun-
dreds of patients since becoming certified in 
September of 2003.  It is currently headquar-
tered inside the former Medical Associates office 
on West Quarry Street.  Hospice offers mental, 
physical, emotional and spiritual needs for pa-
tients and offers the families.
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Catholic Daughters of the Americas of Sacred Heart Church, Maquoketa, donated pro-
ceeds from its fourth wine-tasting fundraiser to help build a facility for Hospice of Jackson 
County.  The group raised more than $2,700 during its Feb. 7 event.  Shown are, front row 
from left, Joan Delagardelle, Lisa Melloy, Arlene Shanahan and Lisa Clark. In back are Joyce 
Mitchell, Mary Banowetz, Laurie Steines, Viola Kilburg, Kim Callahan and Sharon Dunne.  
Absent from the photo are committee members Mary Pat Burns, Julie Thies, Carolyn More-
head and Carol Clark.
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Council to sharpen 
focus on development
By DOUGLAS MELVOLD

The Maquoketa City Council 
should give the city’s economic 
development director clearer di-
rections in the types of business to 
recruit for the city, a council mem-
ber said this week.

Councilman Ed Turney told 
fellow council members Monday 
night, Feb. 15, that the council 
should meet with Stacy Driscoll, 
economic development director, 
“to give her direction on what the 
council wants her to do.”

Turney said a Maquoketa Area 
Chamber of Commerce member 

recently told him that Driscoll 
has complained that the council 
“has never given her any direction 
where to go and what do.”

The council took no action on 
Turney’s request, but informally 
agreed to form a committee com-
prised of council members and 
representatives of other develop-
ment-related groups to meet with 
Driscoll.

Council member Amy Moore 
said the council’s Finance Com-
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