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Due to a varying number of 
supplements purchased by our 
advertising customers for insertion 
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subscribers in some areas may not 
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Melton honored with Tubbs award

Gretchen Wilson headlines fair

By DOUGLAS MELVOLD
A Maquoketa woman who is credited with 

having greatly improved the appearance, orga-
nization and sales of the Maquoketa Community 
Services’ second-hand store in downtown 
Maquoketa has been awarded the Grace Tubbs 
Memorial Summit Award for 2010.

Lois Melton received the honor at the Jackson 
County Historical Society’s annual volunteer 
appreciation luncheon held Thursday, April 15, 
at the Clinton Engines Museum.

 Melton became the 12th recipient of the 
annual award since it was established in 1999 to 
honor outstanding volunteers in the Maquoketa 
area.

She was presented with an engraved clock. In 
addition, $500 will be presented to the charity of 
her choice.

Melton was nominated for the award by Mary 
Pat Burns, Barbara Miller and Helen Snell, who 
are members of the Maquoketa Community 
Services’ Store Committee.

Melton has been a volunteer worker at the 
store for the past 10 years.

The store thrives because Melton “was deter-
mined to make big things happen,” said Burns, 
Miller and Snell in their nomination narrative.

She presented a plan to board members and 
engaged fellow volunteers in the process. The 
store was closed for a week a few years ago 
while Melton and other under her direction 
cleaned, painted, sorted and organized items.

The store “re-opened to the public and the rest 
is history,” the board members said.

“Thanks to the determination of Lois Melton, 
quality donations have increased dramatically, 
customers now buy more and send their friends 
to do the same.

“Sales have increased three-fold since the re-

opening took place and the store has become the 
major revenue generator for our organization,” 
the nomination said.

“This has made it possible for Maquoketa 
Community Services to support quality-of-life 
projects throughout Jackson County at higher 
levels than ever before.

“Annual contributions support area food pan-

tries, children’s theater, our schools, YMCA 
youth programs and scholarships, just to name 
a few.

Melton “spends her life volunteering for the 
benefit of others. She exemplifies volunteerism 
and coaches others to do the same,” the nomina-

By KELLY GERLACH
The original Redneck Woman brings 

her raucous blend of country and Southern 
rock music to the 2010 Jackson County 
Fair.

Gretchen Wilson headlines musi-
cal entertainment the evening of July 
31 on the Jackson County Fairgrounds, 
Maquoketa.  

She replaces rock group 38 Special, 
who was scheduled to perform that eve-
ning at the fair.

“We were told 38 Special was going to 
have a medical emergency then and they 
canceled out,” explained Lanny Simpson, 
fair manager.  

“That left us scrambling at this time of 
year to find someone who not only had the 
date free but was the right price.”

Simpson said she contacted the fair 
board’s booking agent to see which music 
artists would be available in the right 
price range and Gretchen Wilson’s name 
appeared.

“So we’re flip-flopping from rock to 
country - a gritty country, I think you’d 
call it,” Simpson said.

Wilson’s meteoric rise to fame came 
with the release of her first single, 
“Redneck Woman.”  The song spent six 
weeks at No. 1 and launched her record career.

Her debut album, “Here For The Party,” 
sold more than five million copies. She won a 
Grammy and American Music award as well 
as awards from the Academy of Country Music 
and Country Music Association for best female 

vocalist.
Wilson, who grew up in the southwestern 

Illinois town of Pocahontas, continued a string 
of hits with such songs as “When I Think About 
Cheatin’,” “Here for the Party,” “Homewrecker,” 
“Come to Bed” and “All Jacked Up.”

“The reason I’ve been successful is that I’ve 

been genuine from the get-go,” Wilson 
says on her Web site, “and I continue to try 
to do that. I’m an open book.” 

She’s known for her independence, her 
take-no-gruff, hard working and hard par-
tying country girl attitude.

Wilson left her original label in July 
2009 and launched her own label, Redneck 
Records, two months later.  Her first 
album, “I Got Your Country Right Here,” 
hit stores in March 2010 and debuted at 
No. 6 on the album charts.  Her current 
radio single is “Work Hard, Play Harder.”

Simpson said she’s had inquiries from 
about 25 people who wanted to purchase 
tickets for 38 Special.  Simpson said she’s 
contacting them about the change in plans.

She said she already sold six tickets 
for Gretchen Wilson on Monday morn-
ing, April 19, before she’d even seriously 
begun to advertise the new lineup.

Simpson said the change in entertain-
ment is causing further changes in bill-
boards, vacation guides and advertising 
that’s already been in the works.  

“Fortunately we hadn’t printed the fair 
books yet,” Simpson said.  “We’ve called 
all the sponsors to make sure that (Wilson) 
still hits their marketing audience.”

The new musical entertainment also 
means new prices for fairgoers.

Wilson’s performance fee increase from that 
of the rock band.  As a result, Simpson said 
fairgoers will pay an extra $2 ($10 instead of 
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Steve Tubbs, right, presents Lois Melton of Maquoketa with an engraved clock commemo-
rating her selection for the 12th annual Grace Tubbs Memorial Summit Award. The award 
was presented at the Jackson County Historical Society’s annual volunteer appreciation 
luncheon held Thursday, April 15, at the Clinton Engines Museum in Maquoketa. From left 
are Alan Tubbs, Patty Dague, Ed Tubbs, Lois Melton, Bill Melton and Steve Tubbs. Dague, 
of Maquoketa, and Bill Melton, of Ankeny, are Lois Melton’s daughter and son.

GRETCHEN WILSON
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season begins!
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