
Local Pages 2-3

Editorial Page 4 

Family Pages 6-7

Sports Pages 11-13

Obituaries Page 15

Classifieds Eastern Iowa 
Bizzzzy Bee

■ Helen S. Dotterweich probate

■ Public Hearing
 - Amend Maquoketa Budget

■ Maquoketa School Board
 - April 26, 2010 meeting

■ EIRUSS  - May 3, 2010 meeting

■ Foreclosure
 - Chase Home Financial vs.
   B. Snodgrass et al
 - HSBC Bank USA vs. 
   Vionne Holder et al

■ JC Sheriff Sale
 - Matthew Lee vs. 
   Donald Shady et al
 - Citimortgage Inc. vs.
   David Bran et al

■ JC Zoning Board
 - Thomas Allen

Ecology lessons 
taught in and out 

of classroom

More photos available 
online at

http://mspress.jimdo.com

■ Eastern Iowa 
  Bizzzzy Bee

■ Menard's

■ Mercy Medical 
    Center

Due to a varying number of 
supplements purchased by our 
advertising customers for inser-
tion in The Maquoketa Sentinel-
Press, subscribers in some areas 
may not receive all the supple-
ments listed.
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Notification 
required
By DOUGLAS MELVOLD

Farmers and other rural Jackson County resi-
dents planning to do open burning are required to 
notify the Maquoketa Law Center in advance un-
der a new ordinance passed by the county Board 
of Supervisors.

The supervisors on April 27 unanimously ap-
proved the ordinance following a public hearing. 
It took effect this week following its publication in 
the county’s official newspapers.

Under the ordinance, anyone planning to con-
duct open burning of vegetation or a structure is 
required to contact the law center at 652-2468 be-
forehand to provide dispatchers with information 
about the burn.

The requirement applies to burning of buildings 
of any type, farmland, and pasture, including Crop 
Reserve Program acres and other rural property or 
woodland.

The proposed ordinance was brought to the su-
pervisors by Lyn Medinger, Jackson County emer-
gency management coordinator, on behalf of the 
county’s fire chiefs.

The ordinance is designed to eliminate fire de-
partments being summoned needlessly to a fire 
that turns out to be a planned, controlled blaze.

If the law center is notified in advance of a fire, 
it can avoid calling out the fire department when 
a passing motorist sees smoke or flames reports it 
to the law center, thinking it’s a fire out of control.

The two-page ordinance exempts several ac-
tivities from the advance-reporting requirement. 
Included are outdoor fires for cooking, barbecue 
grills, outdoor fireplaces, supervised burning of 

■ BURNING,  Please turn to page 2
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Friends, family and visitors are being invited 
to Crestridge next week to share special activi-
ties and refreshments with residents in honor of 
National Nursing Home Week.

National Nursing Home Week runs May 9 – 
14.  Crestridge in Maquoketa has a week filled 
with activities.

Events start on Mother’s Day Sunday, May 
9 at 3 p.m.  It is a dress up day.  The public is 
invited to celebrate the day with the mothers 
at Crestridge.  The Graves family will provide 
music for the celebration.

Monday, May 10, is Pajama Day at the nurs-
ing facility.  There will be staff games at 10:30 
a.m. and 3:30 p.m., with music by Jim Lucy at 
2 p.m.

It’s Inside Out/Backwards Day Tuesday, 
May 11.  There will be staff games at 10:30 
and 3:30 a.m.  The monthly birthday party will 

feature the music of Charlie Burke at 2 p.m.
Wednesday, May 12, brings Sports Day.  

Crestridge hosts its second annual Community 
Barbeque for the public from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
that day.  The event includes free hamburgers, 
hot dogs, chips, ice cream and lemonade.  The 
Kaczinski’s will provide music at 2 p.m.

Costume Day is Thursday, May 13.  There 
will be staff games at 9:15 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., 
with a visit with pets from the Jackson County 
Historical Society at 2:30.

Camo Day is Friday, May 14.  Staff games 
will be held at 10:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.  A staff 
and resident ice cream social commences at 2 
p.m.

The public is encouraged to attend the vari-
ous activities as Crestridge acknowledges the 
hard work of its staff and honors the lives of 
its residents.

Crestridge invites public 
to help celebrate at facility

Individuals plan 15-mile run to raise 
money for the American Red Cross
By KELLY GERLACH

Jason Atkinson and Megan Wag-
ner plan to run and walk a 15-mile 
course this month to raise money for 
the American Red Cross.  They need 
the community’s support to make it 
happen.

Neither of the two are profession-
al runners, and they know the trek 
from the two towns in which they 
live – Preston and Maquoketa – will 
not be an easy one.  But they say it 
pales in comparison to the hardships 
people face following disasters.

“You may ask why we are tak-
ing such a risk.  The answer is the 
simplest part of all.  The countless 
lives that have been wrecked from 
devastation cannot stop,” said At-
kinson, an Englishman who moved 
to the United States in 2001.  He 
lives in Maquoketa with wife Mag-
gie, who is the program director at 
Camp Shalom.

“The lives that have been rudely 
and abruptly interrupted cannot stop.  
The lives that have been shaken, 
tortured and uplifted by disaster…
cannot stop.  Therefore, Megan and 
I will not stop either.  We will travel 
the 15 miles without stopping, hop-
ing this will instill in us the hardship 
that comes from not stopping, even 
though it seems so easy to.”

Wagner, a Preston native, is a stu-
dent at Ashford University, where 
Atkinson works as a security officer.

Atkinson said the 15-mile run/
walk, which is planned for May 
19, actually started out as simply a 
way to be fit and healthy.  Wagner 
wanted to stay healthy and active, 
and Atkinson, who’s now enlisted in 
the Air Force, wanted to get himself 
into better shape before basic train-
ing.

They initially arranged an eight-
mile run but decided to make it truly 
worth something.

“So we decide on running be-
tween our two towns, and then on 

top of that, getting the Red Cross in-
volved to try and help the local com-
munity,” Atkinson explained.  “We 
are not individually involved with 
the Red Cross, but they have been 
to Ashford University before for an 
event, so I knew exactly who to talk 
to about this idea.”

Wagner and Atkinson will run/
walk along Highway 64 from Pres-
ton to Maquoketa.  

“We picked this stretch of road 
because of its hilly landscape.  This 
highway is not flat by any means, 
which makes it difficult to run.  We 
decided on a run/walk because we 
are not professional runners by any 

means, so running as much as we 
can and walking in between to help 
with not tiring out will allow us to 
go the whole distance,” Atkinson 
explained.

The journey is tentatively set to 
start on the morning of May 19.  

Atkinson and Wagner need ev-
eryone’s help along the way.  They 
seek monetary donations to help 
the Gateway Area Chapter of the 
American Red Cross, which serves 
people in this area who are facing 
some of the most difficult trials of 
their lives.

Atkinson said donations to for 
their event may be made online by 
visiting http://American.redcross.
org/goto/15miles.  The Web site 
provides more information about 
the pair’s run/walk.  And by click-
ing on the “Donate Now” button, 
people can make a secure online do-
nation in any amount.

People who are uncomfortable or 
unable to donate online are asked to 
e-mail Atkinson at jasonianatkin-
son@gmail.com to arrange a dona-
tion.

Donations to the American Red 
Cross are tax deductible.

Help support Wagner and Atkin-
son, as well as thousands of others 
in need in the area.

JASON ATKINSON MEGAN WAGNER

A native Maquoketa man was 
killed this week when the car 
he was driving ran off a Clinton 
County road outside of Elwood.

Larry Verle Gibson, 55, of El-
wood was pronounced dead at the 
scene by the Clinton County Medi-
cal Examiner’s Office.

The accident occurred at 1:25 
a.m. Tuesday, May 4, on 130th 
Street at the junction with Iowa 
136 at the south edge of Elwood.

Sheriff’s deputies said Gibson 
was driving west on 130th Street. 
He failed to negotiate a curve to the 
right near the junction with 136.

His car crossed the center line 
and ran off the left side of the high-
way into the south ditch. It rolled 
and came to rest on its wheels fac-
ing east in the eastbound lane of 
136.

Gibson was ejected from the 
vehicle.

Damage to Gibson’s 1995 Pon-
tiac Grand Am was estimated at 
$2,000, a total loss.

Deputies were assisted at the 
scene by the Lost Nation Volun-
teer Fire Department, Lost Nation 
First Responders, Jackson County 
Regional Health Center ambulance 
and the Jackson County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Investigation into the accident is 
continuing, deputies said.

Gibson dies in car accident


