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New baseball and softball 
scoreboards were 

purchased with a donation of 
$32,395 from the Maquoketa 

Athletic Booster Club.

Twister leaves path of damage
By DOUGLAS MELVOLD

A tornado packing winds of more than 85 
miles per hour tore across the northern edge 
of Maquoketa Saturday night, June 5, leveling 
trees and damaging homes, vehicles and mobile 
homes in two mobile home parks.

One injury was reported, to a person who was 
struck by debris flying inside a mobile home. 
The person, who was not identified and was not 
believed to be seriously injured, was transported 
by a private vehicle to Jackson County Regional 
Health Center for treatment.

The twister struck without warning at about 
7:40 p.m. The Maquoketa Law Center received 
its first call at 7:42 p.m.

Outdoor tornado sirens and the indoor storm 
warning system weren’t activated until after the 
storm had passed. Maquoketa Police Chief Brad 
Koranda said Maquoketa was not under a tor-
nado watch or warning at the time it struck and 
there was no advance warning.

The sirens and warning were activated imme-
diately after the law center was notified.

Moving from west to east at about 35 miles an 
hour, the tornado first struck at a location about 
a mile northwest of the city.

It followed a path roughly along Pershing 
Road, leaving a trail of damage about 2 1/4 
miles long and 150 yards wide, according to 
Lyn Medinger, Jackson county emergency man-
agement coordinator. The same tornado was 
believed to have touched down again at Goose 
Lake.

The National Weather Service rated the tor-
nado as an EF-1, the next to the least-severe tor-
nado. An EF-1 tornado packs winds of 86 to 110 
miles per hour and can inflict moderate damage.

The tornado first inflicted damage at the 
Hilltop Mobile Home Park on North Matteson 
Street north of Pershing Road, damaging several 
mobile homes

It next touched down a few hundred feet to the 
east, at the Timber City Mobile Home Park, 700 
Pershing Road.

The tornado tore the portico and columns off 
the front of the house owned and occupied by 
Paul “Dub” Romer at 906 Pershing Road. It also 
peeled the south wall off a large shed on Romer’s 
property and did other damage.

Across Pershing Road, the tornado lifted an 
air conditioning unit off the roof of Cardinal 
Elementary School, leaving a hole in the roof. 
It leveled the brick-mounted school sign and 

uprooted a large tree nearby. The tree narrowly 
missed damaging the northwest portion of the 
school building.

The twister continued east on Pershing, doing 
damage at the River Family Farms property at 
Pershing Road and 213th Avenue.

No mobile homes were overturned, but sev-
eral were lifted off their foundations or pads.

Much of the damage was from trees and limbs 
falling on mobile homes, vehicles and other 
structures.

Debbie Bodkin, manager of the Timber City 
Mobile Home Park, said all but three of the 34 
mobile homes in the park had some type of dam-
age. One mobile home was declared a total loss.

Others had such damage as skirting panels 
blown away, broken windows and dents from 
fallen and flying tree branches.

With trees and electrical lines down, 
Maquoketa police and firefighters, working with 

the management of the mobile home park, 
evacuated the park for the night.

“We decided that even with the power shut 
off, with all the debris and the limbs still dan-
gling in there, there would still be a danger in 
staying there,” said Police Chief Brad Koranda.

Using flashlights, police and firefighters 
escorted residents back to their homes to allow 
them to feed pets and retrieve needed personal 
for the night, then saw that all had shelter else-
where for the night, said Assistant Fire Chief Al 
Muhlhausen.

The Gateway Area Chapter of the American 
Red Cross from Clinton was at the scene and 
assisted the residents. Two couples were given 
shelter at the Super 8 Motel while the others 
stayed with friends or relatives, Koranda said.

Nearly all the residents were allowed to 
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Debbie Bodkin, manager of the Timber City Mobile Home Park, 700 Pershing Road, 
stands next to a large tree that was uprooted by the tornado Saturday night, June 5, severe-
ly damaging the mobile home behind it. That mobile home was declared a total loss. Of the 
34 mobile homes in the park, 31 incurred at least some damage from the storm.
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