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By KELLY GERLACH
In the board game Life, the multi-

colored pathways let players see their 
possible futures far in advance.  Play-
ers might not land on spaces they want, 
but they can see the options and choose 
paths to avoid some negative outcomes.  

But real life is not as predictable.
Neither is cancer.
Despite the board game theme this 

year, “Cancer is not a Game” is the 
theme of the 2010 American Cancer So-
ciety Relay for Life of Jackson County.

The annual Relay for Life begins Fri-
day, June 25, at 6 p.m. and concludes 
Saturday, June 27, at 6 a.m.  The public 
is invited to attend, participate and show 
its support throughout the event.

For 12 brief hours, American Cancer 
Society Relay for Life will merge the 
lives of area residents who know peo-
ple with cancer or who themselves are 
cancer survivors.  It is a chance to share 
stories and raise money to find a cure to 
defeat cancer once and for all.

The Friday night Survivors’ Celebra-
tion is the official kickoff of Relay for 
Life.  Cancer survivors meet at the fair-
grounds at 5 p.m. to share their stories 
and receive the special recognition for 
their hard-fought battles.  This celebra-
tion is open to all cancer survivors.

Those survivors next make the first 
lap around the luminaria-lined track at 6 
p.m., with community members, friends 
and family following throughout the rest 
of the evening.

Jackson County’s 2010 theme “Can-
cer is not a Game” will be carried out 
throughout the 12-hour event and will be 
used by campers to decorate their camp-

sites.  
Each participating team’s camp-

site should be decorated like a favor-
ite game, hobby or activity that fits the 
theme.  Prized will be awarded for the 
first, second, and third place campsites.

Organizers carried on the game theme 
through the six special laps that will take 
placed throughout the evening and into 
the wee morning hours.  

The 8 p.m. lap is the Clowning Around 
lap.  Participants are asked to show their 
funny side to cancer.

The Team Spirit lap takes place at 11 
p.m.  People walking the track are asked 
to somehow show their favorite teams 
and sport pride.  For example, an Iowa 
Hawkeye fan could wear a Hawkeye hat 
and T-shirt.

It’s a game of midnight croquet this 
year.  Croquet sets will be set up, and 
participants will have all the tools they 
need to play.  Only one person per team 
is needed to play.

Start Your Engines at 2 a.m.  Relay 
for Life teams will be given all the items 
they need to take the checkered flag.  
The entire team can participate in the 
activity; one person is selected to be the 
driver.

As if minds won’t be scrambled 
enough by lack of sleep, the 4 a.m. 
theme lap is Scrabble.  Team members 
must walk the track to earn Scrabble 
tiles to see which team can create the 
highest-scoring word.

Closing ceremonies begin at 5:30 a.m.  
Participants can enjoy breakfast while 
beginning the closing laps of the Relay.  

Relay for Life to be 
held June 25-26

Relay for Life is a tribute not only to those who have lost their battle with 
cancer but an homage to those who have won the battle or who continue to 
fight it.  Jackson County’s Relay for Life will be held from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
Friday, June 25 and 26.
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■ RELAY, 
Please turn to page 3

Board considers 
property trade
By DOUGLAS MELVOLD

The Jackson County Board of Supervisors this week took 
under consideration a proposed property trade that would add 
three acres to the county Conservation Board’s holdings.

One resident spoke against the proposed land swap when the 
Board of Supervisors held a public hearing Wednesday after-
noon, June 16.

Daryl Parker, Jackson County Conservation Board director, 
told the supervisors that the conservation board owns a seven-
acre parcel called the Fraser Wildlife Area located about four 
miles northeast of Baldwin. The parcel is located in section 1 of 
Monmouth Township.

Roger Peet of Davenport, who owns property adjacent to the 
wildlife area, has been interested for some time in obtaining 
that acreage, Parker explained.

Under the proposed arrangement, Peet would purchase a 
10-acre parcel located near the Pine Valley Nature Area, also 
owned by the conservation board. That tract is in section 33 of 
Brandon Township.

■ PROPERTY,  
Please turn to page 14

Parents charged 
in child's death

An Andrew woman has been 
charged with first-degree mur-
der and her husband has been 
charged with child endanger-
ment in the death last weekend 
of their 4-year-old son.

Danielle Lynn Holdgrafer, 
29, and her husband, Andrew 
W. Holdgrafer, 31, were ar-
rested Thursday afternoon, June 
17, in the death of their adopt-
ed son, Collin Parker William 
Holdgrafer.

The parents were arrested 
Thursday afternoon, June 17, 
by Iowa Division of Criminal 
Investigation agents and Jack-
son County sheriff’s deputies.

The charges stem from the 
death of Collin on Saturday, 
June 12.

Jackson County sheriff’s 
deputies and Maquoketa police 
responded to a 911 emergency 
call at 5 p.m. Saturday of a near-
drowning incident in Andrew, 
said Sheriff Russ Kettmann.

Andrew Holdgrafer rushed 
the child to Maquoketa. The 
child had nearly drowned in the 
bathtub and was not breathing 
well, according to Maquoketa 
police reports.

The Jackson County Region-
al Health Center ambulance met 
Holdgrafer on Pershing Road at 
the north edge of Maquoketa.

Collin was transferred to the 
ambulance and was taken to 
the hospital, where he was pro-
nounced dead on arrival at ap-
proximately 5:15 p.m.

The body was taken to the 
state medical examiner’s office 
in Ankeny, where an autopsy 
was conducted this week.

The results weren’t available 
as of late Thursday, June 17.

Both Andrew and Danielle 
Holdgrafer made their initial 
appearances Monday afternoon 
in Jackson County Magistrate 
Court.

Magistrate Mark Lawson 
set a cash bond of $200,000 
for Danielle Holdgrafer and 
$50,000 for Andrew Holdgrafer.

He is being held in the Jack-
son County Detention Center. 
She was transferred to the Jones 
County Jail in Anamosa. The 
Maquoketa jail does not have 
facilities for female inmates.

First-degree murder carries 
a mandatory sentence of life 
imprisonment without the pos-
sibility of parole.

Child endangerment result-
ing in the death of a child is a 
class B felony punishable by 
a prison sentence of up to 50 
years.

Funeral services for Collin 
are pending at Carson and Son 
Funeral & Cremation Services 
in Maquoketa.

COLLIN HOLDGRAFER

Craig Thines, president 
of the Preston Community 
School Board, said his board 
supported putting the reorga-
nization measure to a vote.


