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By LAUREN EHRLER
There will be no fireworks in Maquoketa 

this year to celebrate the Fourth of July 
because of low donations to finance the 
show and the economic downturn.

“This year we just have to take a step 
back and see how much the people want 
them,” said a Maquoketa Area Chamber of 
Commerce spokesman.

“If they do, we will have to find a way 
to fund them.” 

For at least the past nine years, Bob 
Wagener of Maquoketa, whose Drt Trak 
Racing sponsors the weekly stock car 
races, has sponsored a fireworks show 
at the Jackson County Fairgrounds after 
the car races on the Saturday before the 
Independence Day holiday. 

The Chamber of Commerce is respon-

sible for helping Wagener cover the cost 
of the fireworks show by contacting area 
businesses, putting a plea in the Sentinel-
Press and collecting donations from pri-
vate donors. Wagener also sets out a dona-
tion can at the races each week.

The fireworks show in Maquoketa typi-
cally costs about $6,000, according to 
Wagener who buys the fireworks, hires 
the pyro-technicians and secures special 
insurance for the show. 

He and Drt Trak Racing cover whatever 
costs the chamber doesn’t raise through 
donations. 

This spring Wagener notified the cham-
ber that he would not be able to sponsor 
the show this year.

By KELLY GERLACH
In what Judge Paul Macek 

deemed a “light” sentence, 
David P. Zabransky was sen-
tenced to 10 years in prison 
and ordered to pay fines and 
restitution in conjunction 
with a shooting at a Sabula 
tavern last November.

Zabransky, 47, of 
Palatine, Ill., pleaded guilty 
in Jackson County District 
Court Friday, June 25, to 
one count of willful injury 
causing bodily harm and 
one count of going armed 
with intent, both Class D 
felonies.  Each carries a 
five-year prison term, which 
will be served consecutively 
under the plea agreement.

In the plea bargain, pros-
ecutors dropped the attempt-
ed murder charge in con-
nection with the Nov. 22 
incident that ended in a gun-
shot wound to the abdomen 
for Sabula resident Sheldon 
Woodhurst.

Zabransky was also 
ordered to pay restitution in 
the amount of $12,738.04 
to the Crime Victim 
Compensation Program.  A 
hearing will be set at a later 
date to determine further 
restitution for Woodhurst.

Following sentencing, 
Zabransky was handcuffed 
transported to the Iowa 
Medical and Classification 
Center at Oakdale.  

Zabransky told the judge 
that on Nov. 22, 2009, he 
and a friend, Robert C. 
Hochbaum, were in Sabula 
at the Lucky 7 bar, located 
at 413 Pearl St.  He said that 
Hochbaum and Woodhurst 
got into a fight.  

Zabransky said he 
retrieved a shotgun from his 
car “to use on Woodhurst.”  
He said he “wanted to cause 
Woodhurst serious injury, 
cause him bodily injury.”  

Zabransky said he then 
shot Woodhurst.

Woodhurst was trans-
ported by ambulance to 
Clinton’s Mercy Medical 
Center with a gunshot 
wound to the abdomen.  He 
was later taken by helicopter 
to the University of Iowa 
Hospitals and Clinics in 
Iowa City.

As a result of the alter-
cation, Zabransky was also 
transported by ambulance to 
Mercy Medical Center in 
Clinton, then by air to Iowa 
City, where he was treated 
and released for what he 
described as “head trauma.”

Friday’s sentencing was 
charged with some emotion-
al and tense moments.

Carla Woodhurst, the vic-
tim’s wife, addressed the 18 
people in the courtroom.

“You have turned our 
dreams into total night-
mares,” she said, sitting 
directly across the desk 
from Zabransky.

She said her husband 
will never regain use of his 
stomach muscles.  She said 
her husband was the fam-
ily’s financial provider and 
that “he will probably never 
be able to work again.”

Carla said that for two 
months over the holiday 
season, her husband could 
neither eat nor drink.  She 
said he also faces further 
surgeries.

“I wish you could explain 
to us why and what you 
were thinking.  We did noth-
ing to deserve what you’ve 
put us through,” she said, 
choking back tears.

Sheldon Woodhurst 
was in attendance.  The 
Woodhursts had no com-
ments after the sentencing.

Zabransky’s attorney, 
Murray Bell, called the 
November shooting “an 
absolute anomaly” in his cli-
ent’s life.  He said his client 
only had one speeding ticket 
on his record prior to the 
incident.

Bell said his client was 
remorseful.  “He knows he 
made a terrible choice and 
he is willing to make restitu-
tion for that.”

Zabransky offered no 
comments when the judge 
gave him the opportunity to 
speak on the record.

Zabransky provided the 
victim with a list of five tav-
erns and private residences 
he visited and drank at on 
the day of the shooting.  Bell 
said that information could 

DAVID ZABRANSKY

Zabransky serves 
jail sentence in 
shooting incident
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By KELLY GERLACH
In “The Game of Life,” people pray 

that no “Twister”-like catastrophic 
events like cancer come along to gain 
the “Monopoly” on their time.  Everyone 
wants to savor the sweet “Candyland” 
“Memory” of happy days.  

That’s what the American Cancer 
Society’s Relay for Life events do each 
year – raise money to research a cure 
for cancer, eradicating the helpless final 
endings cancer brings and replacing them 
with new beginnings and longer, happier 
lives.

Jackson County residents traveled the 
gameboard of life over the weekend dur-
ing the annual 12-hour Relay for Life, 
held from 6 p.m. Friday, June 25, through 
6 a.m. Saturday, June 26.

Countless area residents participated in 
the event despite the humidity Friday and 

impending thunderstorms Friday evening.  
According to preliminary estimates, 

Jackson County’s Relay for Life raised 
about $48,000, according to event co-
chairperson Verna Flagel.  She said that 
number doesn’t include some expenses 
nor does it include various donations that 
come in after the event, such as matching 
funds, corporate donations, and online 
donations.

If the $48,000 number holds, that 
would be about $7,000 less than the 
amount raised in 2009.

Flagel said she thought the Relay for 
Life event succeeded well.  The orga-
nizing committee didn’t let impending 
storms dampen the uplifting spirit of the 
event.

“We knew the rain was coming.  We’d 

Relay for Life went 
on as scheduled 
despite bad weather

■ RELAY foR LIfE,  
Please turn to page 26

Cancer survivors walk the first lap during the 2010 American Cancer Society 
Relay for Life, held at the Jackson County Fairgrounds in Maquoketa last weekend.
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