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Fair kicks off 
with parade

State, local officials 
survey flood damage

By DOUGLAS MELVOLD
The Jackson County Fair kicked off its four-day, 

five-night run with the annual parade Wednesday eve-
ning, July 28.

Crowds lined Main and East Quarry streets for the 
one-hour, 25-minute parade held under sunny skies 
and comfortable temperatures in the low 80s.

As in every parade, political candidates—both in-
cumbents and challengers—were much a part of the 
parade. Gov. Chet Culver was a late addition to the 
parade.

Culver was in Maquoketa during the afternoon as 
part of a tour of Delaware, Jones and Jackson counties 
to assess damage from the Maquoketa River flood.

Local elected officials who joined Culver on the 
tour locally invited him to join the parade and he ac-
cepted.

Attendance on the first night of the fair was 2,244, 
down from last year’s opening-night crowd of 4,174.

Wednesday’s turnout was the lowest since 1,817 at-
tended the opening night in 2002.

The Wednesday night attendance in 2008 was 2,395 
and in 2007 it was 3,994. The record opening-night 
attendance in recent years is 4,719 recorded in 2006.

Attendance figures for Thursday weren’t available 
by late Thursday night. 

The opening night grandstand attraction was come-
dian Gallagher. Thursday night featured stock car rac-
ing, continuing a scheduling change made three years 
ago to shift the fair’s featured musical attraction from 
Thursday to Saturday night.

Temperatures remained comfortable under sunny 
skies during the fair’s first two days.

The fair continued Friday, July 30, with senior citi-
zens day. Free ice cream and cake were served to se-
niors from 3 to 4 p.m.

A farmer’s draft horse pull was held at noon and the 
annual truck and tractor pull began at 6 p.m.
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Ellen Schulz of Miles, 2010 Jackson County Fair 
Queen, smiles as she helps lead the fair parade 
through downtown Maquoketa Wednesday night, 
July 28.

By DOUGLAS MELVOLD
As the Maquoketa River settled back into 

its banks late this week from the record-set-
ting raging torrent it was a few days earlier, 
the focus of the flood turned to clean-up and 
a start of an assessment of damages.

In Jackson County, where about a half-
dozen residences and a business were flood-
ed, most of the damages will be to crops.

While farmers said some crops, such as al-
falfa and soybeans, that were inundated will 
be lost, assessing the damage to corn will 
take longer.

All county roads were reported open by 
Thursday, July 29, except for those at two 
bridges in western Jackson County, said 
county Engineer Clark Schloz.

Those that remained closed were the Mil-
lertown Bridge which carries 30th Avenue 
over the south fork of the Maquoketa River 
about four miles north of Monmouth and the 
Caven Bridge, which spans the north fork of 
the Maquoketa River about eight miles north 
of Baldwin.

Schloz noted that the wood deck of the 
Millertown Bridge is built in sections that are 
six feet square. During the flood, two of the 
sections were pushed up, out of place, and a 
third section was completely washed off the 
bridge.

County road crews were in the process of 
reinstalling the three sections late this week.

The bridge also will undergo an inspection 
before it is re-opened to traffic, Schloz said.

A large tree lodged against the Caven 
Bridge will have to be removed and that 
bridge also inspected before it can be re-
opened, Schloz said.

He noted that a large tree also was jammed 
against it during a flood two years ago and 
the bridge may have some structural damage. 
The span already carries a weight limit of six 
tons.

Other bridges, including the Maquo-
keta River bridge at the southern terminus 
of Hurstville Road, near North Main Street 
and Pershing road will be inspected for any 

scouring, or erosion, at its base that took 
place during the high water.

Schloz noted that the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers calculated that some 69,000 cubic 
of water per second was flowing under that 
bridge at the height of the flood.

The water reached within a few inches 
of the underside of the deck. Schloz noted 
that fortunately, no major tree limbs became 
lodged against the bridge.

That bridge, one of the county’s newer 
spans, opened in the fall of 1999.

Schloz said Thursday that preparing coun-
ty roads for a second application of dust con-
trol substances may be delayed while sec-
ondary roads crews are occupied with flood 
recovery projects.

“We need to make sure that there are no 
excessive potholes, ‘washboarding’ or ruts,” 
the county engineer said.

He said it may be midweek next week be-
fore county road crews can start doing the 
preparation work.

He asked that rural residents who have 
dust control permits to be patient while road 
crews complete the necessary maintenance 
and repairs before proceeding with preparing 
county roads for the dust control.

“We haven’t forgotten about them and 
we’re sure they will understand that these 
projects have to come before dust control.”

Meanwhile, the Board of Supervisors ex-
pressed sympathy for farmers affected by the 
flooding.

“It’s not just the crop loss, but also the 
work that comes after that—picking up the 
debris that floated down and cleaning out the 
sand,” noted Supervisors Chairman Steve 
Flynn, “It’s just a bad deal.”

The supervisors praised the efforts of the 
many volunteers, including many volunteer 
firefighters from area communities, who 
helped fill and transport sandbags last week-
end.

“It was such a great volunteer effort,” Fly-
nn said. “It was truly great to see communi-

Maquoketa area farmer Joe Heinrich describes the effects of the flooding on Jack-
son County cropland to Gov. Chet Culver, left, and other officials during a visit by 
Culver to Maquoketa Wednesday afternoon, July 28. The entourage was visiting a 
cornfield in the Maquoketa River bottom that had flooded northwest of the city. With 
Culver are, from left, John Whitaker, state executive director of the U.S. Farm Service 
Agency in Iowa; state Sen. Roger Stewart of Preston and state Rep. Tom Schueller 
of Maquoketa.
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