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Processes reviewed 
after record flooding
By DOUGLAS MELVOLD

The efforts to fight the record 
Maquoketa River flooding last month 
were carried out well in Maquoketa, 
although river levels did not reach the 
stage initially predicted.

Lyn Medinger, Jackson County emer-
gency management coordinator, sum-
marized the city’s flood response efforts 
to the Maquoketa City Council Monday 
night, Aug. 2.

“Overall, I think things went well. 
Everybody pitched in,” Medinger told 
the council.

While the dam at Lake Delhi on the 
south fork of the Maquoketa River was 
breached on the morning of July 24, 
Medinger noted that officials started 
taking precautions two days before that, 
when torrential rains were causing the 
river to rise.

“We started ramping things up on 
Thursday (July 22),” Medinger recalled.

He said city Public Works Director 
David Popp put a trailer-mounted pump 
in place along the Maquoketa River dike 
on the night of July 23 to pump out any 
water collected behind the dike.

He said the pump was operated that 
night.

At that point a crest of 35 feet, 11 feet 
above flood level and the highest since 
detailed records have been kept, was 
predicted.

“This was a new crest for us,” 
Medinger said. We didn’t know what 
was going to happen.”

He said Maquoketa firefighters filled 
sandbags and placed them to protect two 
riverfront homes in Maquoketa’s shore-
line subdivision.

On Saturday morning, the Lake Delhi 
dam was breached.

“It just ramped up from there," 
Medinger said. The breach widened 
throughout the day from 25 percent of 
the dam to 50 percent and eventually to 
100 percent.

He noted that the National Weather 
Service ran a model that showed flood-
waters would reach another two to three 
feet above the earlier prediction, or up to 
38 feet, 14 feet above flood level.

While no one knew for certain just 
how high that level would put the water 
in Maquoketa, Medinger said he didn’t 
know whether or not crews could save 
the Maquoketa Municipal Electric 
Utility’s generating plant on North Main 
Street.

“If we would have hit 38 feet, I don’t 
know if we could have saved the (gen-
erating plant) or not,” Medinger said. 
“Where 38 feet was on the building, it’s 
hard to say.”

A call for volunteers to help sand-
bag brought a response of more than 
200 people who filled, transported and 
placed sandbags. A wall of sandbags 
about four feet high was placed around 
the perimeter of the generating plant.

Another volunteer sandbagging effort 
on the afternoon of July 25 helped pro-
tect the city’s sewage treatment plant, 
whose treatment process was shut down 
and was dumping untreated sewage into 
the river.

As it turned out, the crest of 38 feet 
didn’t materialize. The river crested at 
35.26 feet—still a new record--at 4:40 
a.m. July 26.

Despite the response, “There are some 
lessons learned,” Medinger said. He said 
he wanted to compile a booklet listing 
steps to be taken at various levels in the 
city when the river starts to rise.

He said he would like to meet with 
city department heads and one of the 
council’s committees to compile a set of 
operating procedures listing steps to be 
taken at a given river level.

He said U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
“were adamant” that trees planted in the 
last year along the river dike be removed. 
He said the trees provide hazards for 
breaches in the levee.

Another needed precaution is the 
removal of utility poles near the river 
bank, one of which is in the Shoreline 
subdivision.

Mayor Jason Hute praised the job 
done by department heads, volunteers 
and businesses that donated food and 
water.

“It was a great training exercise,” he 
said.

Medinger agreed with a suggestion by 
Councilman Ed Turney that a command 
center be established in the future.

Medinger, who spent much of his time 
during flood-fighting operations giving 
interviews to the many media outlets 
covering the high water, said he agreed 
with a suggestion to create a public 
information officer position.

He said he asked Councilman Don 
Schwenker, who was helping with the 
sandbagging effort, to make announce-
ments to the volunteers.

“It’s your guys’s show,” he said. “You 
don’t want to hear it from me.” Medinger 
said his job is to serve as a liaison 
between local officials and state and 
federal agencies.

“Whatever assets you need, I can see 
if I can get them,” he said.

On another flood-related matter, the 
council unanimously agreed to allow 
flood victims displaced from their homes 
to camp at the Horseshoe Pond Park 
campground for up to six weeks while 
arranging for other shelter.

Medinger said two families in Canton 
in western Jackson County lost their 
mobile homes to the flooding there.

Presently, campers are given a limit of 
two weeks for stays.

The council discussed offering a 
reduced rate for flood victims, but took 
no action on that suggestion after noting 
that flood victim displacement assistance 
may be available to pay camping fees.

Council members indicated they 
would be willing to review the policy 
if aid doesn’t cover camping fees and 
if stays of longer than six weeks are 
needed.

The council also agreed with a request 
by Popp that the city can designate 
campsites for flood victims. He noted 
that some campsites are more popu-
lar than others and said he wanted to 
keep those sites available to shorter-term 
campers.
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By KELLY GERLACH
A few tears glistened in Lanny Simpson’s eyes Monday morn-

ing as she pondered her favorite moments of the fair.
One of those moments: “There was a mom who said to me that 

her son got to watch his first concert ever right up in front of the 
stage, just staring up (at Gretchen Wilson), and she knew she could 
watch him from the grandstands and that he’d be safe.

“As a mom,” the fair manager said, “that’s wonderful to hear, to 
know that we can let our kids run around the fairgrounds and know 
they’re safe and having fun.”

The camaraderie of the 4-H and FFA participants, dedication of 
the fair employees and volunteers, and talents and amazing feats of 
all the performing acts made the 2010 Jackson County Fair a fun 
and memorable experience for everyone involved.

Admission numbers dipped slightly for the four-day, five-night 
event.  But even the light drizzle Friday morning didn’t dampen 
fairgoers’ spirits.

Some 21,553 people attended the Jackson County Fair this year.  
That number does not factor in youths age 12 and younger who are 
admitted free.  The 2010 paid attendance was the second highest 
in fair history, as 2008 marked the first time attendance tipped the 
20,000 mark at 20,218 people. 

A record 22,759 people attended the fair in 2009.
Simpson and fair ticket-takers noted that some people jumped 

or ducked under fences to get onto the fairgrounds for free.  They 
would then stroll onto the grounds through the 4-H/FFA parking 
area.

As always, unpredictable weather plays a role in fair attendance.  
Despite a brief period of rain showers Friday morning, fairgoers 
enjoyed dry weather and relatively comfortable temperatures with 
low humidity.

“Everything worked well and I think everyone had a great time 
this year,” Simpson said.  

“I think (fairgoers) saw things they’d never have seen in down-
town Maquoketa, Iowa, U.S.A.  I mean, a stilt walker looking like 
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Near record crowd 
attends 2010 fair

Gretchen Wilson electrified thousands of fairgoers with 
her original hits and cover songs during the 2010 Jackson 
County Fair.  She performed for about 90 minutes in front of 
the grandstands Saturday, July 31.
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