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Negotiators work 
for 3-year contract
By DOUGLAS MELVOLD

Linemen, power plant opera-
tors and office staff of Maquoketa 
Municipal Electric Utility are 
seeking wage increases of 5 per-
cent for each of the next three 
years and additional benefits 
under a contract proposal pre-
sented last week to the utility’s 
Board of Trustees.

The board offered 1 percent 
increases as the two sides held 
their initial contract exchange on 
Wednesday, Aug. 18.

The International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers Local 145 
of Rock Island, Ill., is represent-
ing the 15 utility employees cov-
ered by the employment contract.

One additional employee who 
would be covered is on military 
leave.

Supervisors, who are not cov-
ered, are Doug Owen, utility man-
ager; Boyd Schoenthaler, power 
plant superintendent; Joel Yanda, 
distribution superintendent, and 
Nancy Buck, office manager.

Owen said the board in the past 
has granted the supervisors the 
same percentage raises and other 
benefits reached in the contract 
agreement.

The current contract, a three-

year agreement, will expire on 
Dec. 31, 2010.

Both sides said they hope to 
reach another three-year agree-
ment.

The union has proposed 
increasing the wage scale by 5 
percent each year of the contract.

That increase, if granted, would 
increase the hourly wage of a 
power plant operator with five 
years of experience from $21.33 
he is receiving this year to $22.40 
in 2011, to $23.52 in 2012 and to 
$24.69 in 2013.

It would increase the base pay, 
at which a power plant employee 
starts, from $14.93 this year to 
$15.68 in 2011, to $16.46 in 2012 
and to $17.28 in 2013.

The union’s wage request, if 
granted, would increase the pay 
of a distribution lineman with five 
years of experience from $25.89 
per hour this year to $27.18 per 
hour in 2011, to $28.54 per hour 
in 2012 and to $29.97 in 2013.

The utility board offered wage 
increases of 1 percent per year.

If granted, that would increase 
the wage of a power plant opera-

By KELLY GERLACH
Maybe a young boy sits up 

straighter and with a bit more con-
fidence.  Perhaps an adult can now 
toss a ball into a basket.  Maybe the 
woman spares a kind word for a 
horse, and that leads to socializing 
with people.

A simple ear-to-ear smile would 
be worth all the work.

Ron and Denise Impens of rural 
Delmar hope to achieve all that 
and more with their new non-prof-
it endeavor Whispering Willow 
Therapeutic Riding Center.  The 
center, located at 2276 150th St., 

Delmar, will help individuals of all 
ages who are diagnosed with special 
needs.

They open the center this week-
end on Saturday, Aug. 28, to their 
first special needs riders and hope 
more individuals in the area can 
benefit from the horse therapy.

“You see them sitting on that 
horse and they look as if they’ve 
conquered the world,” Denise 
described.  

She and Ron volunteered their 
time working at New Kingdom 
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New teachers and a superintendent/principal joined the staff of Andrew Community School District this year. They include, from 
left, Ashley Fahey, chemistry, physical science, and biology; Jen Meyer, psychology, junior high science, environmental science, and 
biology; Dr. Frank Shekleton, superintendent and principal; Angie Kettmann, elementary special education; Alissa Kocer, speech, mass 
media, drama, high school English, KMAQ Show broadcasting coach, and spring play; and Jan Hammond, secretary to the superin-
tendent. 

New hires join staff of Andrew School District
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Therapeutic horse 
riding center opens

Megan Impens 
rides a horse with 
volunteer Kayla 
Grimm assisting. 
Horse therapy will 
be provided at 
Whispering Willow 
Therapeutic Riding 
Center, opening 
this weekend at 
2276 150th St., 
Delmar.  The non-
profit is owned 
and operated by 
Ron and Denise 
Impens.
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