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Holdgrafer's death 
appears to be from 

natural causes

Steines denies 
charges in lawsuit

Andrew William Holdgrafer, 
who was facing a child endan-
germent charge in Jackson 
County in the death of his 
adopted son, died last week-
end.

The death of Holdgrafer, 32, 
of Andrew was not suspicious 
and appears to be from natural 
causes, authorities said.

Mardell Steines, the driver of 
the team of horses that injured 
dozens at Bellevue’s Heritage 
Days parade, denied charges in 
the suit brought against him by 
the father of a girl injured in the 
accident.

The Aug. 30 filing also 
claims immunity under Iowa 
Code Chapter 673, under which 
domestic animal handlers are 
“not liable for the damages, 
injury, or death suffered by a 
participant or spectator result-
ing from the inherent risks of a 
domesticated animal activity.”

■ Aldi

■ Maquoketa Municipal
   Electric Utility

■ Theisen's

Due to a varying number of 
supplements purchased by our 
advertising customers for insertion 
in The Maquoketa Sentinel-Press, 
subscribers in some areas may not 
receive all the supplements listed.

Page 7

Page 7

Third person sought for questioning 
Woman entered gas station a few minutes before suspects
By SARA MILLHOUSE

Law enforcement are 
looking for a third person, 
a woman who entered what 
appears to be the Otter 
Creek gas station a few 
minutes before the suspects 
in Thursday’s bank robbery 
in Andrew.

The woman is black and 
shown wearing a white 
cap, pink shirt, black pants, 
white shoes and glasses. 
She is served a few seconds 
before the suspects.

No Andrew witnesses 
reported her presence near 
the time of the robbery, and 
she is not labeled as a sus-
pect.

Photos available at www.
co.jackson.ia.us include 
surveillance stills taken at 
the gas station at about 2:37 
p.m. on Thursday, a half 
an hour before the robbery. 
The exterior shots show the 
vehicle being sought by law 
enforcement, a 1998-2000 
Ford Explorer or Mercury 
Mountaineer with Illinois 
plates.

“We’ve been getting 
leads all weekend,” said 
Andrew town marshal Steve 
Schroeder on Monday. “It’s 
leads from the general pub-
lic that are very helpful in a 
case like this.”

He’s following up on 
reports of the vehicle spot-
ted in Maquoketa and 
LaMotte but doesn’t have a 
“concrete” location or even 
direction that the suspects 
fled.

The Maquoketa law cen-
ter received a call at 3:21 

p.m. that Maquoketa State 
Bank bank in Andrew had 
just been robbed by two 
black males with a “small 
silver handgun.” They took 
an undisclosed amount of 
cash.

The lone teller was unhurt 
in the incident.

The Jackson County 
sheriff’s office described 
the first suspect as approxi-
mately 175 pounds and 
between 5’7” and 5’10” tall. 
The suspect had shoulder-
length dreadlocks or exten-
sions and wore a blue ban-
danna under a dark baseball 
cap, black jeans and a dark 
shirt with a large X on the 
front.

The second suspect, the 
one carrying the gun, is 
described by the Jackson 
County sheriff’s office 
as about 180 pounds and 
between 5’8” and 5’10’ tall. 
He had two gold front teeth, 
short hair over his ears and 
was wearing black jeans 
and a black t-shirt.

The Cedar Rapids office 
of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation is heading the 
investigation, assisted by 
the Department of Criminal 
Investigation and the 
Jackson County Sheriff’s 
Office.

The case is still in full 
swing this week. “With a 
case like this, time is of the 
essence, but all you need is 
one break, even one month, 
two months from now, and 
you’re back in the swing,” 
Schroeder said.

Anyone with possible 
information regarding the 
robbery or the location of 
the suspects can call 911 or 
the sheriff’s office at (563) 
652-3312.
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The woman being served is wanted for questioning by the police. She is not a 
suspect in the case.

Law enforcement are seeking the vehicle at right, a 1998-2000 Ford  Explorer or 
Mercury Mountaineer.

This surveillance photo 
from a gas station about 
a half an hour  before 
Thursday's bank robbery 
in Andrew shows the sus-
pect who inquired at the 
bank for a loan.

This suspect pulled a 
gun out on the lone teller 
at Maquoketa State  Bank 
Thursday.

Contributed photos

By DOUGLAS MELVOLD
A 17-month project to reassess all 

Jackson County residential properties has 
begun, county Assessor Deb Lane said last 
week.

Workers from Vanguard Appraisals of 
Cedar Rapids will be inspecting all of the 
more than 9,000 residential parcels in the 
county for reassessment purposes.

Lane appeared before the county Board 
of Supervisors on Aug. 31 to discuss the 
project. She said the project started Aug. 
9 and three inspectors, called “listers,” are 
working first in Maquoketa.

The listers are Rick Fritz of the Monticello 
area, Jordan Harrington of the DeWitt area 
and Brett Schultz of Guttenburg.

Lane said they are contacting residents 
to inspect their properties, including the 
interior of their homes.

Lane said the three carry identification 
that includes their photo. On the reverse 
side is Lane’s name and office telephone 
number.

“So far we really haven’t had too many 
issues with people not allowing access to 
their homes,” Lane told the supervisors. 
“We have had people call in and we have 
talked to them about the importance of 
allowing the listers to take a look inside 
the home.”

Under Iowa law, Lane said residents are 
not required to allow the listers inside their 
homes. But if they do not allow access, she 
said they are required to provide informa-
tion about the home. Property owners who 
refuse to provide information may be sub-

ject to a penalty.
She said some residents so far have 

refused access to the listers. She said most 
of those who did so are renters who may 
have done so at the direction of their land-
lord.

On the other, Lane said, her office has 
gotten calls from “quite a few” residents 
who are aware of the reassessment project 
and have called wanting to set up appoint-
ments with the listers. She said her office 
will schedule appointments.

She said listers will make three attempts 
to contact any given resident. If they 
haven’t contacted anyone after the third 
try, Lane’s staff will get involved to try to 
contact the resident.

The listers will be visiting homes from 
about 8:30 a.m. to 6 or 7 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. They also will be doing 
some inspections on Saturday, but none on 
Sunday.

Lane said she hopes to achieve a 75 per-
cent rate of entry into homes.

“By appraisal standards, a 75 percent 
entry rate is pretty high,” Lane said.

The Jackson County Conference Board, 
which oversees the assessor’s office, voted 
to hire Vanguard Appraisals in June of 2008 
to conduct the countywide residential reas-
sessment.

The last time the county attempted a 
countywide residential reassessment was in 
1998. The office attempted to do the project 
largely with its own staff rather than hiring 

'Listers' presently calling 
on Maquoketa residents

■ REAPPRAISALS, 
Please turn to page 3


