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Holdgrafer's death ruled 
to be of natural causes

Pelicans rest at 
Hurstville Marsh

By DOUGLAS MELVOLD
Andrew William Holdgrafer died of 

a heart attack, the Iowa State Medical 
Examiner’s Office has determined.

Dr. Dennis Klein, deputy state 
medical examiner, said the 32-year-
old Andrew man who was facing 
a child endangerment charge in the 
death of his adopted son died of natu-
ral causes.

Klein performed an autopsy on 
Holdgrafer’s body last week at the 
state medical examiner’s office in 
Ankeny.

He said Holdgrafer died of arterial 
sclerotic cardiovascular disease, or 
hardening or narrowing of the arteries 
of the heart.

While that cause of death is more 
common in older people, he said 
it’s not unheard of in people of 
Holdgrafer’s age.

The medical examiner’s find-
ings confirmed initial reports that 
Holdgrafer’s death appeared to be 
from natural causes and was not sus-
picious.

Maquoketa police said Holdgrafer 
collapsed in the garage of the resi-
dence at 310 E. Pleasant St. as he was 
working on his car at about 1:25 p.m. 
Sept. 4.

Attempts to resuscitate him at the 
scene were unsuccessful and he was 
pronounced dead a short time later at 
the Jackson County Regional Health 
Center.

Holdgrafer had been charged in 
Jackson County District Court with 
one count of child endangerment 
resulting in death in the death of his 
4 1/2-year-old adopted son, Collin 
Parker William Holdgrafer, on June 
12 of this year.

He was accused of watching while 
his wife, Danielle Lynn Holdgrafer, 

30, dunked Collin’s head under water 
while giving him a bath in their apart-
ment in Andrew. Collin was pro-
nounced dead on arrival at the Jackson 
County Regional Health Center.

Andrew Holdgrafer pleaded not 
guilty to the charge on July 6. He ini-
tially demanded his right to a speedy 
trial and a trial had been scheduled to 
begin Monday, Sept. 13.

He later waived his right to a 
speedy trial. A pretrial conference had 
been scheduled for Nov. 19 and no 
trial date had been set.

Holdgrafer was held in the Jackson 
County Detention Center from his 
arrest on June 17 until Aug. 20, when 
he posted a $50,000 surety bond and 
was released from jail.

He had been living in Maquoketa in 
compliance with a court order that he 
was not to leave the city unless given 
written approval in advance by his 
pretrial release officer.

Meanwhile, Danielle Holdgrafer 
remains in custody in the Jones 
County Jail in Anamosa in lieu of 
$200,000 cash bond.

She is charged with first-degree 
murder, child endangerment result-
ing in death and two counts of child 
endangerment resulting in bodily 
injury.

The charges of murder, child 
endangerment resulting in death and 
one of the counts of child endanger-
ment resulting in injury stem from 
Collin’s death.

The second count of child endan-
germent resulting in injury involves 
Collin’s brother, 6-year-old Darrian 
Holdgrafer, who also lived with 
Andrew and Danielle.

No trial date for Danielle Holdgrafer 
has been set. She waived her right to a 
speedy trial.■ PELICANS, Please turn to page 10
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By DOUGLAS MELVOLD
The City of Maquoketa will con-

tinue to pursue funding that would 
help finance a wind generator that 
would cut the utility costs of the 
Maquoketa Area Family YMCA in 
half.

The City Council, at a special 
meeting Monday night, Sept. 13, 
voted to accept an increased grant 
from the state and directed the city 
staff to pursue additional grants that 
would make the project financially 
feasible.

The vote was 6-1, with 
Councilman Ed Turney dissenting. 
He didn’t comment on his vote.

The council’s action supported 
a recommendation made Friday, 
Sept. 10, by the council’s Finance 
Committee that the council continue 
to pursue the project.

City Manager Brian Wagner 
said the state offered to increase to 
$200,000 the amount of a grant the 
city received nine months ago for 

the project.
The Iowa Office of Energy 

Independence initially awarded the 
city a $156,836 grant last December 
to help finance the purchase and 
installation of a wind generator that 
would serve the YMCA facility.

The council’s action was needed 
by Monday because the city faced 
a deadline of Tuesday, Sept. 14, to 
respond if it wished to accept the 
increased grant.

Accepting the grant does not 
obligate the city to follow through 
with the project, City Manager Brian 
Wagner emphasized.

He said the city will reserve the 
right to cancel the project later if it 
is found to be financially unfeasible.

Wagner said earlier that the state 
is interested in the Maquoketa proj-
ect because it could be a demonstra-
tion project that would show other 
cities how a wind turbine could help 
reduce utility costs.

“We’d be foolish not to accept 

the money even though we don’t 
have to do it,” said Councilman Don 
Schwenker.

In addition to the grant, Wagner 
said WPPI Energy, the wholesale 
electricity supplier to Maquoketa 
Municipal Electric Utility, has 
offered to finance the remainder of 
the project with a no-interest loan 
that would be repaid over 10 years.

City Manager Brian Wagner has 
estimated the cost of purchasing and 
installing the wind turbine generator 
at $605,000.

Those costs include $330,000 to 
purchase the generator and $250,000 
to install it. Other costs include 
$12,000 for a cold weather pack-
age, $7,000 for engineering, $5,000 
for Internet control and report-
ing, and $1,000 for custom logos. 
Maintenance and repairs would be 
additional costs.

Once the generator would be up 
and running, the savings in utility 
costs and additional funds would be 

used to repay the loan.
The savings would be realized 

once the loan is repaid.
Under a scenario developed by 

Wagner, if the city proceeded with 
the project with the $200,000 grant 
and the interest-free loan, the city 
would lose $10,000 to $17,000 each 
year for the first 10 years while pay-
ing off the loan, computing the sav-
ings in electricity costs versus the 
loan payments.

Over the expected 25-year lifes-
pan of the generator, however, the 
city would net $408,342 under 
Wagner’s figures.

Wagner told the council that addi-
tional grant funds are available from 
other sources, including the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture.

He put together a further scenario 
that assumes that another $125,000 
is added to the project through a 

By KELLY GERLACH
A different bird species graced the waters of Hurstville Marsh as 

commuters headed to work Monday morning.
Two groups of about 40 pelicans each peacefully floated along the 

waters at the marsh.  Many people mistook the pelicans for larger-
than-average geese or trumpeter swans.

Pelicans are migratory birds that enjoy warm climates.  They likely 
summered in southern Canada or northern Minnesota before alighting 
at the marsh north of Maquoketa.  They’ll be heading south, wintering 
in the Gulf of Mexico or as far south as Central America.

The pelicans settled on some of the small bits of log and land in the 
Hurstville Marsh.  They stayed busy cleaning themselves and dunking 
their heads in the water to partake of fish and silly enough to approach 
their large, pouched bills.

Watching their grace and speed as they easily and speedily glided 
across the water was also a breathtaking sight.

Ducks and trumpeter swans already residing at the marsh found 
little interest or harm in their pelican visitors.  The ducks floated 
around between the pelicans throughout the morning. 

Pelicans aren’t unheard of in Jackson County, but Monday morning 
brought more pelicans than usual to the area.

“We have had one or two pelicans off and on different years here 

Pelicans rested at Hurstville Marsh north of Maquoketa 
Monday morning, Sept. 13.

Council to pursue grants for wind generator
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