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Community 
leader dies
By DOUGLAS MELVOLD

Edward Tubbs, a longtime Maquoketa banker, com-
munity leader and economic developer, died Friday, 
Sept. 17, at Clarissa C. Cook Hospice House in 
Bettendorf. He was 90.

Over a 50-year bank-
ing career, he and part-
ner John Fagerland built 
Maquoketa State Bank 
and its three affiliate 
banks into one of the top 
community and agricul-
tural lending institutions 
in the Midwest.

As a community lead-
er, he was instrumental 
in the creation of the 
Timber City Industrial 
Park and played key 
roles in bringing many 
industries to Maquoketa.

“He was a great peo-
ple person; he believed 
in people and their abili-

ties and he brought out the best in people,” recalled 
Roger Stewart, retired executive vice president of 
Maquoketa State Bank. Stewart started his career with 
the bank a month after Tubbs and Fagerland purchased 
Maquoketa State Bank in 1966.

“Ed and John were always forward thinkers even 
when economic times were not the best,” he said.

“They wanted to see the community and the area 
move ahead, so they made investments in their com-
munity.”

Stewart also noted that “Ed was always keenly inter-
ested in agriculture; that’s where his roots were.

When Ed and John purchased Maquoketa State Bank, 
a number of farm clients came to MSB. That was the 
foundation of its growth.”

Harold “Bud” and Lois Myatt were close friends of 
Tubbs for many years. They are among the few surviv-
ing members of a card club that met monthly for 63 
years to play 500.

Myatt also served on the bank board for 36 years, 
succeeding his father, Tom, who was a charter board 
member, and a brother.

“A lot of people, when they gain success, they think 
they are above you. But not Ed,” Myatt said.

“He had a lot on his plate all the time, and he thrived 
on it,” he said.

“There are not many things in Maquoketa that 
showed progress that didn’t have his fingerprints on it. 
He always said he made his money here and wanted to 
give back to the community. He certainly did.”

Tom and Carol Breuch were friends and neighbors of 
the Tubbses for 40 years.

“If you look at all of Ed’s credits—president of the 
Iowa Bankers Association, superintendent of banking, 
all of the credits and positions he held, no matter how 
many titles he held, he was always your friend and 
neighbor and always was there.

“You could talk with him, you could count on him. He 
always had an open ear, ready to listen, ready to share 
things and like many other people will tell you, he had a 
sense of humor,” said Tom.

“He always had the appropriate comment and it 
usually brought a smile or laughter. It endeared him to 
anybody he worked with,” said Carol.

The Breuchs also recalled that a talent that Tubbs had 
not many people knew about was an ability to play the 
concertina, a small accordion, which he did at a church 
social event.

“He was a Renaissance man in so many areas,” Tom 
added. “There’s a sense of loss in so many ways, cer-
tainly as a community leader, no question about that, but 
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EDWARD TUBBS

The brilliant red of 
Buddy Poppies serves 
as a reminder of the 
bloodshed of soldiers 
serving in the military. 
Members of the VFW 
O’Connor-Regenwether 
Post #3633 and Auxiliary 
will be handing out the 
poppies and accepting 
donations this week-
end. Look for VFW 
members at Theisen’s 
and Fareway loca-
tions in Maquoketa on 
Friday, Sept. 24, and 
Saturday, Sept. 25. 
Shown with the first 
poppy are Maquoketa 
Mayor Jason Hute, with 
Kiley Watters, 11, and 
her uncle Tom Watters, 
VFW Commander. Kiley 
is the daughter of John 
Watters and Tiffany 
Biehl.

Melvin Zmudka holds a couple of the handmade 
poppies that local VFW members will distribute Friday 
and Saturday as they collect donations for VA pro-
grams. Zmudka served in the U.S. Army. He said he 
was about 90 minutes away from being sent to Korea 
during the Korean Conflict. Instead, Zmudka was 
stationed in Germany. The VFW and Auxiliary dis-
tribute the collected funds to various local and state 
charitable causes such as VA medical centers and the 
Maquoketa Community Services Star Program. The 
nationwide Buddy Poppy program has raised millions 
of dollars in the past 75 years to support veterans’ 
welfare and the wellbeing of their dependents. The 
poppies are assembled by disabled and needy veter-
ans in VA hospitals.

Poppies serve as 
reminder of soldiers

By DOUGLAS MELVOLD
The trial of Danielle Lynn Holdgrafer on 

first-degree murder and child endangerment 
charges was postponed last week for at least 
two months to give the defense more time to 
prepare its case.

Jackson County District Court Judge 
Marlita Greve on Friday, Sept. 17, extended 
until Nov. 29 the deadline for filing pretrial 
motions, taking depositions and complet-
ing the discovery process and other pretrial 
procedures.

The 30-year-old Andrew woman is 
charged in the death on June 12 of her 
4 1/2-year-old adopted son, Collin Parker 
William Holdgrafer.

The pretrial conference in the case was to 
have been held Friday, which also was the 
deadline to file pretrial motions.

Instead, Greve granted a defense motion 
for a continuance and rescheduled the pre-

trial conference for 10 a.m. Oct. 29. The 
judge also set the new deadline of Nov. 29 
for pretrial procedures.

No trial date has been set.
Philip Ramirez, an attorney with the Iowa 

State Public Defender’s Office in Davenport, 
asked for the continuance, noting that the 
case is still in the discovery process, that he 
is investigating the need for expert witnesses 
and is preparing a defense.

Holdgrafer is being held in custody in 
the Jones County Jail in Anamosa in lieu of 
$200,000 cash bond.

She is charged with first-degree murder, 
child endangerment resulting in death and 
two counts of child endangerment resulting 
in bodily injury.

One of the two counts of child endanger-
ment resulting in bodily injury involves 

The Bellevue Herald-Leader and 
Maquoketa Sentinel Press are still looking 
for the perfect photo for the cover of our 
Country Life edition.

“So far, the quality of submissions has 
been tremendous,” said Bellevue Herald-
Leader editor Sara Millhouse. “That 
doesn’t mean we’re done looking yet.” 

Deadline to submit artwork or photos for 

the Country Life cover is Oct. 1.
Submit via smillhouse@bellevuehe-

raldleader.com or 118 S. Second Street, 
Bellevue IA 52031. Please include a con-
tact phone number.

“It’s going to be a very difficult deci-
sion,” Millhouse said. “The quality we’ve 
seen is a tribute to both the beauty of the 
subject and the skill of the photographers.”

The perfect image of Country Life
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