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City divided 
on trail issue
By DOUGLAS MELVOLD

The Maquoketa City Council directed this week that 
the city continue to seek bids for the construction of the 
South Main Street pedestrian trail.

The council, which is sharply divided on the issue, 
voted 4-3 Monday night, Sept. 20, to design the trail to 
run on the east side of a berm that forms the west bound-
ary of the Horseshoe Pond Park campground.

Councilman Neil Morehead’s motion also called for 
the trail to be shortened from a 10-foot width to eight 
feet where it runs along the berm, between the entrance 
to Horseshoe Pond Park and a new pedestrian bridge that 
would be constructed over Prairie Creek.

South of the bridge, the trail would be widened to 10 
feet to its south terminus at Carlisle Street.

The council vote followed the same lines as earlier 
votes on the issue, with council members Eric Pape, 
Amy Moore and Margo Shouse supporting Morehead’s 
motion and Councilmen Don Schwenker, Ed Turney and 
Todd Mang opposed.

The council chose that route over an alternate plan 
suggested by Schenker. He proposed that the east shoul-
der of South Main Street be developed for the trail.

Schwenker said the shoulder is 12 feet wide. He pro-
posed that the trail be eight feet wide and that four feet 
be used as a buffer between the road and the edge of the 
trail. He proposed that rumble strips be cut into the pave-
ment in the buffer area.

Schwenker noted that the shoulder between the bridge 
and Carlisle Street already is paved. The shoulder south 
of the bridge would have to be paved.

Schwenker argued that his proposal would cost about 
$130,000, including $100,000 for the pedestrian bridge 
and $15,000 to $20,000 to pave the remaining portion of 
the shoulder.

Schenker noted that his proposal would represent an 
overall cost savings of $295,000 over the plan that was 
approved and would save the city about $45,000.

He suggested that the city could build the entire trail 
with its own funds and would not need a $250,000 fed-
eral grant the city received for the project.

It also would avoid the contentious issue of where to 
place the trail as it passes Horseshoe Pond Park.

“To me that looks like about a $50,000 savings for the 
city and we don’t even need the federal funds,” Schwen-
ker argued.

“We would have the separate pedestrian bridge, which 
is the biggest safety issue, and we’d use the shoulder, not 
bothering Horseshoe Pond Park.”

Schwenker asked if that plan could be bid as an alter-
nate to the existing plan.

City Manager Brian Wagner said he doubted that 
Schwenker’s plan would qualify for the grant funding. 
He also noted that the alternate would have to have engi-
neering plans, which have not been drawn up and which 
would delay the project.

John Wandsnider, an engineer with IIW Engineers & 
Surveyors of Dubuque, the engineer for the project, said 
“it seems like you could make something like that work,” 
but said he didn’t know whether that design would be ac-
cepted for an alternate bid.

Ron Balmer, another engineer with IIW, said he doubt-
ed that the city could seek bids for a federally-funded 
project and an alternate that would be paid strictly with 
local funds.

“We try to encourage you to do a base bid and avoid 
alternates,” Balmer told the council.

Morehead suggested that the council seek bids on the 
trail as designed. If the council decides the bids are too 
high, he said the council then could further investigate 
the design proposed by Schwenker.

Mang accused supporters of the original design of the 
trail of continuing with a project “that the people of Ma-
quoketa don’t want and are not happy with.
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James Whitcomb Ellis proved a busy man.  
Who else in Jackson County could claim to 
be a veteran of the Civil War and Indian Wars, 
a member of the Iowa Legislature, founder 
and curator of his own acclaimed museum, 
founder of the original Jackson County His-
torical Society, historian, and published writ-
er and author?

A celebration of the life of Jackson Coun-
ty’s most prominent historian will be featured 
next weekend at Pioneer Day, which is spon-
sored by the Jackson County Historical So-
ciety.

The annual event will be held Sunday, Oc-
tober 3, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Jack-
son County Fairgrounds in Maquoketa.  The 
event is open to the public.

David Stockham, President of the Jackson 
County Historical Society Governing Board, 
noted “James Whitcomb Ellis documented 
history with his two-volume book ‘The His-
tory of Jackson County, Iowa.’  He also pre-
served history in his Ellisonian Museum.”  

2010 celebrates the 100th anniversary of 
the “The History of Jackson County, Iowa.”

At the age of four, Ellis and his family 
moved to a farm near Hurstville in 1854.  He 
attended country school until age 14 when, to 
avenge the death of his soldier older brother, 
he ran away to fight in the Civil War.  El-
lis later served under General George Arm-
strong Custer and in the Indian Wars.

Ellis accomplished many notable deeds 
in his life.  He fought in the Civil War and 

By KELLY GERLACH
Creative forms of writing may be her 

strong suit, but new Maquoketa Art Experi-
ence Director Paula Neuhuas said she’s ready 
for all types of artwork.

“I thought I’d take a drawing class here.  It 
would be fun… I’m no good,” she laughed, 
relaxing in a comfy chair in her office at 
MAE headquarters, the former Osterhaus 
Pharmacy building at 124 S. Main St.

Well, she doesn’t have to excel at creat-
ing the artwork, just promote the MAE and 
propel it forward in its mission to further an 
Eastern Iowa Cultural Corridor that includes 
Maquoketa.

Neuhaus, a Dubuque native, has been 
deeply involved in promoting arts and culture 
in Dubuque since she returned to the area five 
years ago.  With five years of not-for-profit 
arts administration experience and degrees 
from both Loras College and the University 
of Iowa, Neuhaus brings a wide range of abil-
ities to Maquoketa Art Experience. 

Through her efforts with the Dubuque 
County Fine Arts Society, Voices From The 
Warehouse District fine art exhibit, Dubuque 
Area Writers Guild, DubuqueFest Fine Arts 
Festival, and Dubuque Main Street, Ltd. 
Neuhaus has demonstrated the impact that 
arts and culture can have as a tool for revital-
ization and economic development.

“I was blown away that the (MAE) was 
here in a town of what, about 6,000? - and 
that it’s all volunteer driven. If I had lived in 

Maquoketa when this started in 2008, I think 
I would have been one of the pioneers here.

“I think I’ve found a lot of opportunity 
here,” said Neuhaus, who started her director 
position a couple weeks ago.

“We have experienced a lot of success 
since we organized in 2008,” said Bob Os-

Neuhaus steps into 
director role at MAE

PAULA NEUHAUS, director, Maquoketa 
Art Experience

■ NEUHAUS, 
Please turn to page 3

Life of county historian to 
be featured at Pioneer Day

J. W. EL-
LIS, author 
of “The 
History of 
J a c k s o n 
C o u n t y , 
Iowa”, first 
publ ished 
in 1910.

Notable accomplishments 
by Ellis

n Commander of the A.W. Dripps Post, 
GAR

n Commander Iowa Union Veterans
n Organized 1903 Jackson County His-

torical Society
n Member of the Iowa Legislature
n Returned Ansel Briggs to Jackson 

County and erected monument to him
n Founded the Ellisonian Museum
n Published the 1910 History of Jackson 

County
n Wrote the seven books of the Annals of 

Jackson County
n Homecoming of 1907
n Monument to Thomas Cox


