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Department buys new tanker truck
By DOUGLAS MELVOLD

The Maquoketa City council this week ap-
proved purchase of a new tanker truck for the fire 
department, provided that the city attorney ap-
proves of the bidding process that was used.

The council on Monday night, Oct. 18, ap-
proved purchase of the truck for $175,500 from 
Ed M. Feld Equipment Co. Inc. of Carroll, Iowa.

The truck will replace a 1980 model tanker 
that has developed serious engine and other me-
chanical problems.

The fire department earlier this year applied for 
a grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
The department won’t receive word on whether 
or not the grant has been approved until January 
or February of next year, firefighters said.

In the meantime, firefighters said the truck 
needs to be replaced soon because of the prob-
lems experienced with the present unit.

Firefighters told the council’s Finance Com-
mittee that on three occasions recently they have 
had to turn the truck around and return to the sta-
tion while en route to a fire because of mechani-
cal problems.

Fire Chief Mark Beck said the department 
first applied for a grant from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency. When that applica-
tion was turned down, the department applied 
for the USDA grant. The department applied for 
a $169,500 grant, $6,000 short of the purchase 
price.

If approved, the grant would provide $51,200 
and the city would have to pay the remaining 
$124,300. The city has saved $132,500 in its 
capital improvement budget for replacement of 
the truck.

Councilman Don Schwenker suggested at an 
Oct. 14 Finance Committee meeting that the city 
purchase the 2,000-gallon tanker with the funds 
that have been earmarked for that truck and to 
make up the $43,000 difference by borrowing 
funds that were designated for replacement of 
another truck.

He noted that if the city delayed the purchase 
until early next year in hopes that the grant would 
be approved, the price of the truck would go up 

and there was no guarantee the city would re-
ceive the grant.

Meanwhile, the present truck would continue 
to cost the department money in repairs, fire-
fighters noted.

The committee agreed and recommended that 
the city finance the entire purchase and abandon 
the grant application.

Schwenker also suggested that the city do 
away with having separate funds to replace each 
piece of equipment and instead have one large 
fund out of which all fire truck purchases would 

be made.
The committee also agreed to study that pro-

posal separately when the council considers the 
overall budget.

Councilman Neil Morehead expressed con-
cern at Monday’s council meeting that the bid-
ding process was handled properly.

At his urging, the council unanimously ap-
proved purchase of the truck on condition that 
city Attorney Ken Wright approve of the bidding 

Maquoketa Kiwanis Club held its new officer inductions Oct. 14 
for the 2010-2011 year. Members are, front from left, Erica Bark-
er as a new board member, Brooke Herring as president, Lesley 
Caven as past president for 2009-2010 year, Peggy Flenker as 

secretary, and Karen Breitbach as board member.  In back are 
Doug Knickrehm as a new board member, Matt Tranel as a new 
board member, Kevin Burns as treasurer, Matt Clark as vice presi-
dent, and District Lt. Governor Carrol Clark.

Maquoketa Kiwanis Club installs new leadership
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PuBlIc NotIcEs

suPPlEMENts

IN thIs IssuE

■ Jackson County
■ City of Maquoketa 
■ City of Andrew 
■ City of Baldwin
■ City of Monmouth
■ City of Delmar 
■ Delwood School District
■ Maquoketa School District

offIcIal NEwsPaPEr

Volume 157, No. 46 ■ 28 pages Plus Supplements ■ saturday, october 23, 2010 ■ $1.00 per copy

■ TANKER, 
Please turn to page 2

Artist Rose Frantzen’s art-
work “The Silence That Fol-
lows” is featured as an Invita-
tional artist in “Inspiring Fig-
ures: An Exhibit Celebrating 
American Women in Figurative 
Art.”

The exhibition is on display 
through Oct. 31 at the Butler 
Institute of American Art in 
Youngstown, Ohio.  The in-
stitute holds the distinction of 
being the first museum in the 
world to focus exclusively on 
American art. The National 
Endowment for the Arts has 
awarded a $30,000 Access to 
Artistic Excellence grant in 
support of the educational ac-
tivities and catalog for the ex-
hibition.

Inspiring Figures explores 
the distinctive influence of fe-
male artists and their continued 
importance in the development 
of American figurative art and 

Frantzen featured in exhibit 
celebrating American artists

Willing models posed for four days to help budding artists 
improve their portrait skills.  About 175 people applied to par-
ticipate in Rose Frantzen’s weeklong painting workshop in 
Maquoketa, but there was space for only 14 students.  Many 
of the applicants had seen Frantzen’s “Portrait of Maquoketa” 
exhibit at the National Portrait Gallery in Washington, D.C.
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