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MMEU Manager 
Doug Owen 

to retire June 30
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Pretrial motions 
to be heard in 
Holdgrafer case
By DOUGLAS MELVOLD

Danielle Lynn Holdgrafer’s attorney is asking that 
his client’s trial on three child endangerment charges be 
moved outside of Jackson County because of extensive 
publicity.

Philip Ramirez of the Iowa State Public Defender’s 
Office in Davenport also is asking that Holdgrafer be 
tried on each of the three counts separately and that he 
be given additional time to prepare for the trial.

Ramirez filed the three motions on Nov. 29 in Jackson 
County District Court.

A hearing has been scheduled for 10 a.m. March 25 to 
rule on those and any other pretrial motions in the case.

Holdgrafer, 30, of Andrew is charged with one count 
of child endangerment resulting in death and two counts 
of child endangerment resulting in bodily injury.

The former charge and one count of child endanger-
ment resulting in bodily injury involves the death of 
Collin Parker William Holdgrafer, the 4-1/2-year-old 
adopted son of Danielle Holdgrafer and her late hus-
band, Andrew W. Holdgrafer.

Collin was pronounced dead at Jackson County 
Regional Health Center on the afternoon of June 12, 
2010.

Danielle Holdgrafer also had been charged with first-
degree murder in her son’s death. That charge later was 
dismissed at the state’s request for lack of evidence.

In a three-page motion, Ramirez asks the court to 
transfer Holdgrafer’s trial to another county.

“A degree of prejudice exists in the county in which 
the trial is to be held and there is a substantial likelihood 
a fair and impartial trial cannot be preserved with a jury 
selected from that county,” Ramirez states in the motion.

He said that pretrial publicity “has spanned a long 
period of time and has been substantial” regarding 
Holdgrafer and details of the alleged crime.

He said media coverage also has included allegations 
of Holdgrafer’s prior drug use, child abuse involving 
other children and prior instances of abuse of Collin.

“Both the volume and content of the media coverage 
will have a prejudicial effect upon the defendant’s right 
to a fair trial,” Ramirez argued, adding that media cov-
erage ”has served to inflame the potential jurors against 
defendant.

“The court should look at ‘the nature, tone and 
accuracy of the articles; their timing in relation to the 
trial and the impact of the publicity upon the jurors,’” 
Ramirez states.

He cautioned that if his motion for a venue change 
is not granted before the trial begins, he will renew the 
motion at the time of the trial, “as it is expected that 
actual prejudice shall be demonstrated at that time.”

Delaying the granting of the venue change until the 
trial starts could lead to a substantial increase in the cost 
of the trial in having to arrange, then rearrange transpor-
tation, lodging and other logistics provided to witnesses, 
Ramirez argued.

In his argument, Ramirez ironically cited case law 
involving a murder trial in the fatal shooting of promi-
nent Jackson County farmer Robert Beck that occurred 
in his home north of Andrew in June of 1985.

The trial of Ernest F. Walters was moved from 
Maquoketa to Muscatine because of extensive pretrial 
publicity. Walters was convicted of first-degree murder 
and other charges and is serving a life sentence.

Ramirez said the Walters case established the stan-
dard used to evaluate media coverage and its impact 
upon potential jurors.

Ramirez also argues that each of the three charges 
should be severed from the other two counts.

He argued that none of the counts arise out of the 
same occurrence “and can be explained independently 
of each other.

“It is highly prejudicial to the defendant to submit 

■ HOLDGRAFER, Please turn to page 3

Equipment adds to winter fun
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Snow enhances fun on Cardinal Elementary School’s new playground equip-
ment this winter.  Volunteers installed the equipment at the end of July, so this is 
the first winter the pre-K-2 students have gotten to play on it.  A parent/teacher 
group at Cardinal, area business and individuals, a $10,000 grant from the 
Dubuque Racing Association, and various other organizations and volunteers, as 
well as the school district, helped make the playground a reality for the students.
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Maquoketa Art Experience is hosting a 
“Create-a-Painting” workshop led by artist 
and writer Sandra Principe of Hanover, Ill. 
on Jan. 8 from 12 to 3 p.m. at 124 S. Main 
Street in Maquoketa. 

This workshop is the second in a series of 
winter painting workshops.

Principe has created a painting event for 
anyone who is interested in exploring work 
with acrylic paints. This class is designed 
for beginners or for anyone who wants to 
try something new. In this class, participants 
will create a portrait of a winter landscape 
during a three-hour session led step-by-step 
by Principe. 

A registration fee is charged for the three-
hour session. There is an optional additional 
materials fee that covers the cost of supplies 

if people choose not to bring their own. The 
registration form and materials list are avail-
able at www.maquoketa-arts.org. For further 
information or to request a registration form 
contact Paula at Maquoketa Art Experience, 
maquoketaartexperience@hotmail.com or 
call (563) 652-9925.

In her work, Sandra Principe’s oil paint-
ings capture light and are reminiscent of 
American painter Martin Johnson Heade and 
are included in numerous private and corpo-
rate collections.  Her work has been shown 
in solo shows across the country, from West 
Palm Beach and Vero Beach, Fla. to Laguna 
Beach, Calif. 

 View her paintings at www.sandraprin-
cipe.com.

This painting is one of Sandra Principe’s collection.  Principe will teach a winter 
landscape workshop Jan. 8 at the Maquoketa Art Experience.

Artist to host painting workshop

DOUGLAS OWEN


